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ernment against unjust charges. It was also pro- 
vided in the bill, that the compensation to be | 
allowed to these commissioners should be the same |! 
as fixed by the act of 1842. He thought the pres- 
ent commissioner was under some mistake as to 
the existing law. They were entitled onl to $8 | 
per day while on the treaty ground, engaged in ne- | 
gotiating the treaty, and not while going to or re- | 
turning from the ground. That was the provision 
of the law of 1842, and he would confine the com- 
missioner to this law. 

Mr. McK. read the estimates of the Commis- | 
sioner of Indian Affairs, upon which this appro- || 
priation Was proposed, as follows: | 





Memoranda placed in the hands of Mr. McKay, by the | 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 


The estimate for the expenses of the commission to the | 
Cumanche and other wild Indians of the prairie, and which 
was transinitted to the committee by the Secretary of War 
some days since, was made on the letter of Colonel Lewis, || 
one of the commissioners, in reply to one written to him by | 
this office, bearing date on the 30th ultimo, and copies of 
which are before the committee. There are no other data | 
in possession of the department. The commissioners have 
not yet reported. Governor Butler is sick at Louisville, and 
Colonel Lewis refuses to give particulars until He arrives. 
in the letter alluded to, Colonel Lewis says: “The drafts 
drawn jointly by himself and Governor Butler, amount 





GAGs ck ccnccappa dcoaenycccenes Ceecvessewe ces oe B45 840 94 
Those drawn by himself alone amounted to,..... ..2,025 10 
Liabilities incurred by the commissioners for 
which no drafts have yet been drawn........... 14,037 00 | 
Making in all......... ner pal.nape gates o+eeeeG1,903 04 


The boarding and other incidental expenses of the 

Indians while in this city, being 47 in number, | 

NE Md bo rcccccccsecccdvescocdeceeevece 1,410 00 

{t is proper to say, that board and incidental expenses | 
means boarding, lodging, boarding-house attendance, wash- | 
ing, medicine and medical attendance, hack-hire, police || 
attendance, and such immediate and necessary clothing as | 
was required before they could visit the Presideat and Con- || 
gress. The estimate for presents is put down at $2,000. || 

This is not intended to include the few articles of clothing | 
first obtained, and which was necessary to cover their 
nakedness, but is designed to purchase more durable cloth- 
ing, and such other articles as they may require to take with 
them. In making this and the subsequent estimate for 
travelling through the eastern cities and back to their homes, 
lavailed myself of the judgment and experience of Major 
Armstrong, who is now in the city. 

Since the first moment of the arrival of these Indians in 
this eity, and their falling under my charge, I have observed 
the strictest economy. Iam paying, under a contract with 
Mr. Maher, 86 per weck for the board and lodging of each 
Indian, and the same for the accompanying agent and con- | 
ductors, liquor, as well as all other boarders, to be excluded | 
from the house for the time being. I also made a contract | 
for one police attendant, on the recommendation of the 
Mayor of the city, at $2 per day. Hack-hire has been sanc- 
tioned but once, and then a contract was made to take them | | 
tothe navy-yard and arsenal at fifty cents each the round 
tip. The books of this department show that from 81 to | 
$1.50 per day has been usually paid for the board of Indians. | 

This commission originated in September last. The in- 
structions, as it will he seen, were drawn by my predeces- 
sor, and bear date on the 12th of that month. I came into || 
office on the Ist of November, some time after the commis- 
sioners had proceeded on their journey. 

Since that period two important treaties with Indian tribes 
have been negotiated, and which, for the economy with 
which they have been conducted, have seldom if ever been 
equalled. One is a treaty with the Kansas, by which the 
Government acquired two millions of acres of land, secured 
the voluntary removal of those people, and effected the set- | 
Uement of many important questions. The whole expense | 
attending the negotiation, including the compensation and 
pry of Commissioners Harvey and Cummins, was || 

i} 


The other is a treaty with the Chippewas, Ottowas, and 
Pottowatomies, by which the Government has acquired | 
some seven inillions acres of land, extinguished the title of | 
people wherever scattered to all lands in Lowa, as well | 
as on the Osage river, and secured the voluntary settlement | 
ofall the various bands in one body beyond the Missouri as | 
one nation. It was necessary to hold two councils—one at || 
Council Bluffs, some 700 miles above St. Louis, and one at | 
the Nedsha Agency, some 400 miles beyond that—during | 
both of which the Indians were liberally subsisted. The | 
— expense attending the negotiation of this most desira- | 
© and important treaty, including the compensation and || 
mileage of Commissioners Andrews, Harvey, and Matlock, || 
was $1,990 
age, only ; | 
You will be satisfied, I trust, from the above, that the | 
ment is sufficiently economical whenever matters are 
under its immediate control. 


_ He was about making some remarks in vindica- | 
| 
} 


> excluding such compensation and mile- 


tion of the present Commissioner of Indian Affairs; 
t objections were made. 
The hour of half-past twelve having arrived, the 
committee proceeded to vote. 
he first question was on the motion of Mr. 
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| doiiars: Provided, That no other or higher compensation 
|| shall be paid to the commissioners appointed to negotiate 


| to 
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Coss, to strike out the item of appropriation for 
me members, &c. ‘ 
r. BOWLIN moved to amend the item by 


| adding thereto the following: 


“ Provided, however, That no member be allowed pay for 
any day that he does not actually attend the sitting of the 
House, if in session that day, unless absent by its order on 
the business of the House, or prevented from attending by 
sickness; and the failure of any member to answer to his 
name on the call of the House, or on the yeas and nays, 
shall constitute him an absentee for the day, unless it ap- 
pears, from the Journals of the House, that he was absent by 
its order, or be excused for sickness on the certificate ofa 


| physician. And no member absent from the service of the 


House for bis own business or pleasure, and with or without 
the leave of the House, shall receive any pay for the time he | 


|| is so absent. 


And be it further provided, That it shall be the duty of the 


|| Clerk of the’ House, at least once every day, to furnish the 


Sergeant-at-Arms with a list of those members who on the 


| preceding day failed at any one time to answer to their 


naines, either upon a call of the House or on the yeas and 
nays; and the Sergeant-at-Arms, upon receiving such list, 


| shall charge the member so absent, and shall take from his 


gross pay in the settlement of his account the amount of one 
day’s pay for every day of absence. 

‘And be it also further provided, That the mileage hereaf- 
ter to members shall be uniform, and shall be six dollars for 
every twenty miles going to, and returning from, the seat 
of Government, to be computed by the post office table of 
distances, from the nearest town of the residence of the 
member to the seat of Government.” 


Mr. STEWART offered the following amend- 


| ment to the amendment, which was rejected: 


“And be it further provided, That the pay of menibers of 
Congress after the session shall have continued six months 
shall be $6 per day; after seven months, $4 per day ; and 
after eight months, $2 per day.”* 

And the amendment of Mr. Bownin was re- 
jected. 

And the amendment of Mr. Cops was rejected. 


The following item being under consideration: 


‘¢ For the expense of the mission to the wild Indians of the 
prairie, including the expenses of a delegation of these In- 
dians to this city and back to their homes, and also some 
presents to them, sixty-one thousand five hundred and forty 


with said Indians than is authorized by the act approved 


| seventeenth July, eighteen hundred and forty-two, nor shall | 


any expenditure be allowed by the accounting officers but | 
what shall appear to have been proper and reasonable.”? 


Mr. McKAY moved to strike out $61,000 and 


|| insert 450,000. 


Mr. THURMAN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out $50,000 and inserting $30,000. | 

The amendment of Mr. Tuurman was rejected. | 

And the amendment of Mr. McKay was agreed | 


adding at the end of the proviso “ and shall in all 


Mr. McK AY moved to amend the section by || 
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question was ordered, and, being taken, the bill was 
passed. 


THE ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. McK AY, the House again re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Preston Kina, of New 
York, in the chair,) and proceeded to the consider- 
ation of the amendments of the Senate to the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the army. 

The first question was on the amendment of the 
Senate striking out the words * for commutation of 
forage for officers’ horses, $71,603;"" and inserting, 
‘including arrears since commencement of hostili- 
ties, $131,603.” 

Mr. McK AY explained the provisions of the law 
relative to allowances for officers’ forage, the prac- 
tice under it, and the necessity for the amendment 
which he offered to the amendment of the Senate in 
the form of the following proviso: 

Provided, That no officer, unless in actual service in the 
ficeid, should be allowed forage, or money in lieu thereof, for 
a greater number of horses than is fixed by the act making 
appropriations for the pay of the army for the year ending 
30th June, 1846, 

Under this proviso (he said) all the officers en- 
caged in the war in Mexico would receive forage 
for the horses to which they were entitled in time 
of war, and all others would receive no more than 
was allowed in time of peace. 

Mr. HOLMES and Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL 
briefly opposed, and Mr. HOUSTON of Alabama, 
defended the proviso. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 


| the amendment, and it was agreed to—ayes 68, 


noes 48. 
And the amendment as amended was adopted.} 
The amendment of the Senate providing for the 


| purchase of additional land at the Springfield ar- 


mory being under consideration, 
A brief explanation followed on the part of 


| Messrs. McK AY and ASHMUN. 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved the following 


| amendment: 


“ind be it further enacted, That the sum of thirty thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be ap- 
plied under the direction of the Secretary of War, for the 
purpose of purchasing asite, and commencing the necessary 
works for a national armory at Fort Massac, near the con 
fluence of the Cumberland, Tennessee, Ohio, and Missia 


| sippi rivers, in pursuance of the act of the 9th September, 


respects be supported by the most satisfactory | 


vouchers.” Agreed to. 


Mr. JACOB THOMPSON moved to amend 


| that amendment by adding that no account shall 
| be allowed except for such objects as are specified 


in the instructions of the Commissioner on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. THURMAN moved to amend the amend- 
ment by adding ‘‘ and to defray the expenses of 
taking the delegation home.’’ Rejected. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved to amend the amend- | 
ment, so as to include objects *‘ that may be autho- 
rized by the Commissioner.”’ Rejected. 

And the amendment of Mr. Tuompson, by ayes | 
69, noes 49, was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMLIN offered an amendment, appro- 
penting $100,000 for the contingent fund of the | 

ouse of Representatives to pay contracts made | 
and now due. Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. McKAY, the 4th item of the | 


| bill was amended by inserting after the words 


** payment to”’ 


of.’ 

The committee then rose, and reported the bill 
and amendments to the House. 

Mr. GEORGE 8S. HOUSTON demanded the 
previous question, which was seconded. And the 
main question was ordered; and, being taken, the | 
amendments were concurred in. And the bill was | 
read a third time. 

And the question being on its passage, 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON demanded the pre- | 
vious question; which was seconded. The main ! 


oe ° | 
the words ‘‘ missionary society | 
| 


| 
| 


1841, for the selection of a site upon the western waters for 
such an object. 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON moved to amend the 
amendment by striking out ** Fort Massac,” and 
inserting ** Cypress Creek, in Alabama.” 

Mr. TIBBATTS raised the point of order on 


| the amendment. 


The CHAIR ruled it out of order. 

Mr. McCLERNAND appealed. 

And after some conversation, the decision of the 
Chair was affirmed. 

So the amendment was not entertained. 

The other amendments of the Senate having 
been concurred in or disposed of, 

The bill was laid aside to be reported to the 


|, House. 


The committee took up and considered the bill 
making appropriations for the payment of navy 
pensions for the year ending 30th of June, 1847. 

No amendment was made. 

The committee then rose and reported the said 


bills to the House. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House took up the amendments made in 
committee to the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill making appropriations for the support of the 
er: : oi AE 

The House concurred with the committee in its 


action on the said bill. 


{ 


NAVY PENSIONS. 


The House took up this bill. 

Mr. McKAY moved to strike out the following 
item: 

“To pay the pensions of invalids who were wounded on 


board private armed vessels during the late war, three 
thousand doliars.”’ 
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And Mr. McK. demanded the previous question; | 
which was seconded. | 


_ THE CONGRESSIO 


fulfil any order for printing of either House, of any document 
|| which had been previously ordered to be printed, the Com- 


And the main question (on the amendment, and || 


then on ordering the bill to a third reading) was | 
ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. McKAY, regarding the principle of the 
amendment as a very important matter, asked the 
yeas and nays, which were ordered, and, being 
taken, resulted as follows: 

VYEAS—Mesers. Stephen Adams, Atkinson, Bedinger, 
Benton, Biggs, James Black, Bowlin, Boyd, William G. 
Brown, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, Chipman, Clarke, 
Cobb, Collin, Constable, Cummins, Daniel, Dargan, De 
Mott, Dillingham, Dobbin, Dromgoole, Erdman, Faran, 
Ficklin, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Grover, Henley, 
Hoge, Hough, George 8. Houston, Edmund W. Hubard, 
Hungerford, James B. Hunt, James H. Johnson, Andrew 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Daniel P. King, Leib, 
Ligon, Long, Lumpkin, McClernand, Joseph J. McDowell, 
MeKay, John P. Martin, Barkley Martin, Morris, Morse, 
Owen, Payne, Pillebury, Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Rob- 
eris, Sawyer, Seddon, Alexander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, 
Simpson, Thomas Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, 8t. John, 
Strong, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, ‘Tib- 
batts, Tredway, Wheaton, Wick, Woodward, Woodworth, 
and Yost—2. 

NAYS —Mesers. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Arnold, 
Buffington, William W. Campbell, J. G. Chapman, Cranston, 
Culver, Cunningham, Garrett Davis, Dixon, Douglass, Dun- 
lap, J. HW. Ewing, Poot, Grider, Grinnell, Hamlin, Hampton, 
Harper, Hilliard, B. B. Holmes, Isaac E. Holmes, John W. 
Houston, 8. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph K. Ingersoll, Jen- 
kins, Thomas Butler King, Lewis, McClelland, MeCrate, 
Mellenry, Marsh, Miller, Moseley, Parrish, Julius Rockwell, 
J. A. Rockwell, Root, Runk, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seaman, 
Truman Smith, Stewart, Thibodoany, Thomasson, Trumbo, 
Wentworth, White, Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, and 
Wright—57. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT wished to be excused from voting, 
on the ground that no debate having taken place, 
he knew nothing of the justice or injustice of stri- 
king out the item. 

The House refused to excuse Mr. P. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote by which the amendment 
had been agreed to. 

The motion was not debatable. 

The House refused to reconsider the vote. 

The bill was then read a third time, and, under 
the operation of the previous question, was passed 
in the following form: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representctires 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the following sums be, and the same are hereby, appro- 
printed, out of any moncy in the treasury, not otherwise 
appropriated, for the payinent of navy pensions for the year 
ending the thirtieth June, one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-seven : 

To pay invalid pensions, thirty-two thousand three hun- 
dred and thirty-five dollars and forty cents ; 

‘To pay the pensions of widows of officers, seamen, and 
marines, twelve thousand dollars. 


Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, gave notice of a 
motion to reconsider the vote on private bill No. 
143. 

Mr. CULVER gave notice of a similar motion 
in the case of private bill No. 267. 

The SPEA k ER announced the special order. 

Mr. GILES moved its postponement, for the 
purpose of taking up the bill pending for additional 
fortifications. 

The House refused to postpone. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The House, on motion of Mr. McKAY, resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Boyp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) 
and proceeded, on motion of Mr. Hen.ey, to the 
consideration of the following joint resolution from 
the Senate, regulating the printing of Congress, and 
establishing the compensation of the same: 


“ Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the passage of this resolution, the printing of | 
the two Houses of Congress shall be subject to the following 
regulations: When any message, report, or document, com- 
municated to both Houses of Congress, shall be ordered to 


be printed by the Senate, the Secretary shall ascertain | 
whether the same has been previously ordered to be printed | 


by the House of Representatives ; and if so, the copies or- 
dered by the Senate shall be supplied by the printer to the 
House of Representatives, for which there shall be no charge 
for composition ; and if any such message, report, or docu- 
ment shall be ordered to be printed by the House of Repre 
sentatives, it shall be the duty of the Clerk to ascertain 
whether the same has been previously ordered to be printed 
hy the Senate; and if so, the copies ordered by the House 
shall be furnished by the printer to the Senate, and no 
charge for composition shall be allowed therefor; and should 
an additional number of copies of any such document be 
ordered by either House, they shall be furnished by the | 
printer to the House which first ordered the printing of the 
document, and for which no compensation for composition | 
shall be allowed: Provided, however, That if, for the pur 
pose of despatch, or any other cause, it shal] be necessary to 





mittee on Contingent Expenses of the House making such 
order, may direct that such document be again composed, or 
put into type; in which case, composition shall be charged 
and allowed. And from the commencement of the present 
session of Congress, all printing ordered by either House of 
Congress, where the number of copies do not exceed five 
thousand, shall be paid for at a rate of compensation not 
exceeding twenty per centum less than the rates fixed and 
established by the joint resolution of eighteen hundred and 
nineteen; and when the number of copies shall exceed five 
thousand, the compensation shall not exceed thirty-three 
and one-third per centum less than the rates allowed by the 
said joint resolution of eighteen hundred and nineteen. And 
when the Committee on Contingent Expenses of either 
House shall direct a second composition, to execute any 
order for printing, the printing shall be done by the printer 
to the House making such order; and when any order for 


printing requires maps or charts, the same shall be obtained | 


under the direction of the Committee on Contingent Ex- 
penses of the House making such order; and all expenses 
for printing shall be paid fromthe contingent fund of the two 
Houses, each House paying for the printing ordered by it, 
except the expense of composition, which shall be paid by 
the House which first ordered the document or paper to be 
printed; and if there shall be a second composition, it shall 
be paid for by the House whose Committee on Contingent 
Expenses shall authorize and direct the same; and when 


extra copies of any document shall be ordered by both | 


Houses, and the same are executed by the same printer, the 
copies shall be delivered to the two Houses, simultaneously, 
in proportion to the whole number of copies which the 
Houses have respectively ordered, 

Mr. BAYLY moved an amendment, making the 
operation of the resolution prospective instead of 
retrospective. 


Mr. HENLY gave notice of the following sub- | on ed . : ) 
| Sir, this is all wrong. The protection afforded by 


stitute: 
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srocansg of that eet which relates to the man. 


y & 
a : + July 21, 
sundry objects therein named, was read twice 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The (House) act for the relief of the heirs , 
Robert Fulton was read twice, and referred to ¢), 
Committee of Claims. 

The House amendments to the Senate amend 
ments to the bill making appropriations for t) : 
support of the army were taken up, and referre 
to the Committee on Finance. 


PETITIONS. 


_Mr. DAYTON presented a remonstrance from 
citizens of Mercer county, New Jersey, remoy. 
strating against the repeal of the tariff of 1842 


» and 


F 


) the 


rred 


» and 


ufacture of glass. In presenting this petition— 
Mr. DAYTON said that he would call the atten. 
tion of those who have control of the question 
especially to one of the interests protected by the 
present tariff; that he should do this in the briefest 


| form, and with a view simply to discharge a duty, 


Many of the particular interests of those he rep- 
resented had been largely referred to by others, 
Cotton and iron are not apt to be overlooked in 
debate, though lesser interests, such as the manu- 
facture of glass, to which he was about to refer, 
may be. Ithas been so now. While the articles 


| before referred to have received much attention, 
| the article last named has scarcely been referred to 


That the printing executed, or to be executed, for the || 


present Congress, shall be paid for at the following rates, 


viz: When the number of copies of any bill, paper, or doc- | 
ument, ordered by both Houses, if printed from the same | 
forms, does not exceed fifteen hundred, a compensation of | 
twenty per cent. Jess than the rates fixed and established || 


by the joint resolution of eighteen hundred and nineteen; 
when not exceeding five thousand copies, twenty five per 


cent. less than the rates of the said joint resolution of 


cighteen hundred and nineteen; when not exceeding ten 
thousand copies, thirty per cent. less than the rates afore- 
said; when not exceeding twenty thousand copies, thirty- 
five per cent.; when exceeding twenty thousand copies, 
forty per cent. less than the rates aforesaid. 


Mr. G. DAVIS replied to Mr. Bayty’s remarks 
of a former day, and contended (reading from Mr. 


B.’s remarks at the time of the election at the com- | 


mencement of the session, with the view of show- 


ing that he [Mr. B.] then admitted it) that the || 


public printers were elected on the condition and || 
with the full view of the fact that the fixing the | 


rates of their compensation for the whole Congress 
was hereafter to be a subject of proper and just 
legislation. Tle defended at some length the jus- 
tice and propriety of making this regulation—to 
operate from the commencement of the session, 


and referred in the course of his remarks to a pre- | 


cedent in which such reduction had been made, 
and to which (he said) the then printers (Blair & 
tives) submitted without complaint. 


Mr. BAYLY wished the gentleman fully to state | 


this case, as he intended to cite it in defence of di- 
rectly the opposite position, and to show that then 
the printers were elected after and in view of a 
resolution of the House declaring that the print- 
ers elect, if they accept the office, would take the 
printing subject to future reduction. In this case 
no such condition existed. 

Mr. DAVIS (continuing) further contended that 
all that remained for the House to do was to allow 
a liberal, fair, and just compensation to the public 
printers for the whole Congress, and, in doing this, 


that reduction should be made from the existing | 


rates, 
He, also, in reply to Mr. Henxey and other 


gentlemen, argued to show his own consistency at | 


present with his former position and action on this 
subject—yielding in the course of his remarks to 
Mr. Hentey for explanation. 

Before his hour had expired, he yielded toa 
motion that the committee rise. 

Which prevailing, the committee rose, 

And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, July 21, 1846. 

The PRESIDENT signed the enrolled bill au- 
thorizing an issue of treasury notes, and a loan. 

The (House) bill making appropriations for the 
a of naval pensions for the year ending 
June 30th, 1847, was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The (House) bill making appropriations for 


at all, or, if referred to, it has been as if it were 
protected by existing duties almost to prohibition, 


the act of 1842 has been greatly misrepresented, 
and I wish to put the matter right. New Jersey 
is largely embarked in this manufacture. The 
census of 1840 shows that she produces more glass 
than any State in the Union; about one-third, in- 
deed, of the whole amount. This interest, partic- 
ularly as respects window glass, is most unfairly 
dealt with in the bill before the Senate, and in 
some of the papers which accompany the Secre- 
tary’s report. 

The act of 1842 imposes a specific duty on all 
kinds of window glass, varying from two to ten 
dollars per 100 feet; the lesser duty for the small- 
er sizes in common use, and the heavier for the 
larger. 

The tariffs of 1832, 1828, 1824, and 1816, had 
each specific duty on window glass, and on the 
smaller and medium sizes a duty higher than the 
act of 1842. The act of 1842 was, therefore, but 
following out the course of legislation from 1816 
to that time. But, on the amount of duties im- 
nosed by the act of 1842, there has, by some at 
east, been gross mistake, as I believe. Mr. Sec- 
retary Walker has attached to this report a table 
to show the extravagance of existing duties. This 
table purports to give the price of window glass in 


|| England per hundred feet, and is furnished by Mr. 








William Chance, jr., an Englishman, as I am in- 
formed, and agent for the firm of Chance & Bro- 
thers, glass manufacturers, Birmingham, England. 


| This table makes on window glass our present 


average duty ad valorem 140 cent. Now, sir, 
if Iam correctly informed, the prices named by 
this agent are in fact the prices of boxes of 50 feet 
only, and not 100; making a difference in the cal- 
culation of one-half at once. I would have sup- 
posed that this could not be so, had it not happen- 
ed that the report itself (on page 41) proves that it 
must be so, or that there is some other mistake 
equally important. On that page the Secretary 
gives a table, showing the imports of window glass 
of last year, principally from England, and the 
amount of duties. ‘These duties he has himself 
converted from specific into ad valorem, and, 
instead of 140 per cent., he makes them on those 
imports 39! only. And by another table, subse- 
quently furnished, to show the anticipated increase 
of importations under this bill, he makes the duty 
still less—38 1-10 only. The table, therefore, fur- 
nished by Mr. Chance, and incorporated by the 


| Secretary into his report, is, I am constrained to 


believe, grossly erroneous and delusive. It is 
calculated, 1 do not mean to say intendegl, to mis- 
lead the Senate and country. A duty of 38 1-10 
is not extravagant. Glass is manufactured from a 
material of little intrinsic value, and is the product 
of manual labor, not machinery. Its value is 
principally in this labor, which is thus brought in 
direct competition with the miserable, ill-fed, ill-paid 
labor of Europe. But, sir, while this bill reduces 
the duty on all kinds of window glass to 20 per 
cent. ~ § valorem, and thus diminishes protection, 
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1846. 
» adds to the cost of the manufacture here. Soda 
- (which is principally imported, and much 
sed in making glass,) under the act of 1842, paid 
, duty of five per cent. only, while under the 
Hresent bill it is charged with 10—thus, in every 
‘ay, injuriously affecting the glass manufacture 
of this country. Sir, there is no interest in the 
whole range of American industry better entitled 
to protection, and there is not one under this bill, 
as they represent it, worse used. Glass, and more 





especially window glass, enters into the consump- | 
sion of the whole country; it is used as well by 


the inmate of the cabin as the palace. Its great 
value, too, is in the labor bestowed on its produc- 
“jon. It has grown into an important interest 
under the legislative assurance of protection in 
every revenue bill from 1816 to this time. While 
the quality of our glass has, under this protection, 
been vastly improved, its price in market, under 
domestic competition, has been constantly dimin- 


ished. An eXamination of the imports of last | 


year gives an average value to the imported win- 
Jow glass, without the duty, of $5 41 per hundred 
feet—while the prices current of American houses 
show the same, or a better quality of glass, sold 
at a mach lower rate. 

This shows, first, the moderate price of the do- 
mestic asticle; next, that the duty of 38 1-10 per 


cent. on the foreign article could not have been | 


added, as is So constantly contended by Secretary 


Walker and others, to the price of the domestic; | 


and, lastly, it shows that, with any considerable 
reduction of the duty, the foreign may drive, and 
must drive, the domestic article out of market. 

Of window glass, cylinder, there was imported 
last year only to the amount of $13,355, at an 
average duty of 37 89-100 per cent. 


pates an inerease of importations the coming year | 
of this kind of glass only to the amount of $100,000. | 
And yet he talks in his report about affording | 


“reasonable profits” to manufacturers. Sir, this 
is little better than taunting these manufacturers; 


itis “adding insult to injury.” If they can live | 


at all under this bill, it can only be done by redu- 


cing greatly the prices paid for labor: by abstract- | 
ing just so much from the living of their workmen. | 


But lam told that they cannot live at all; that it 
is destruction absolute to them all. 

Now, the labor employed is better paid, and 
glass is 20 per cent. lower than in 1840-"41. This 
is not the result of improved machinery, (for they 
use none,) but of an enlarged market and an in- 
creased home competition. I desire, sir, if any 
amendment be aie to this bill, to put window 
class in the 30 per cent. schedule, on the same 
footing with hollow ware. In the present condi- 
tion of the world it is an essential. It is more of 
an essential than any other kind of glass ware, 
whether cut or plain; and I can see no good reason 
why, as in other articles of necessity, it should 
not receive such protection, in arranging the tariff 
of duties, as will suffice to preserve it from destruc- 
tion. 

So faras Tam able to understand the effect of 
this bill on the entire glass interest of this country, 
itseems to me eminently unjust. Instead of the 
old specific duty, (the universal mode of imposing 
duties on glass in all commercial nations,) a duty 
ad valorem has been adopted, and even that reduced 
below the present specific by almost one-half. The 
glass-works of this country have now (as I judge 
from the last census, and certain statistics since 
gathered) at least four thousand hands directly 
employed in the manufacture, besides some twelve 
or fourteen thousand other persons connected with 
and dependant upon it. ‘The annual production of 
these works (which have increased vastly since 
1840) must approximate four millions of dollars. 
Their skill has more than kept pace with their pro- 
duction, They now manufacture glass of all colors 
and shapes, rivalling the best of France, Germany, 
and England. But, not content with this, the in- 
ventive genigs of our countrymen has been brought 
‘0 bear on this article of manufacture. ‘* Pressed 
glass” (which has tended so much to cheapen and 
‘xtend the use of glass in families) is, I am in- 
formed, an American invention. 

ut, sir, for all this I fear there is to be no re- 
‘ponse, no kind return here. Our adversaries sit 
calm, imperturbable; to every speech they answer 
only, Question, question ! ‘No amount of provo- 
‘ation will, it seems, ‘* draw their fire.’ The 
Await the charge. Well, sirs, if we are to be borne 


THE CONG 


Our Secre- 
tary reduces the duties to 20 per cent., and antici- 


| down by numbers, and not by argument, be it so. 
|| We will appeal to numbers; we will ask the people 
|| whether their prosperity shall be thus made the 
|| sport of politicians and theorists. If it be pre- 
|| determined that this bill shall pass without change, 
| as I fear it is, | have nothing further to say; but if 
modifications of any descriptions are to be admit- 
ted, I beg to ask of those who have the power that 
they will modify its pressure upon that branch of 
our industry before referred to. 

The motion to print the memorial was referred 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a petition of the 
paper manufacturers of Connecticut, remonstrating 
against the repeal or modification of the present 
duties on foreign paper and foreign books. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, in presenting this memo- 
rial, described its object, the extent of the interest 

from which it emanated, and the condition in which 

it would be placed by the passage of this bill. 

The manufacture of paper in this country was 
| commenced in 1760; it had increased in the amount 


of its product, while it had regularly diminished 
in its profits. The capital now employed in it is 
‘about eighteen millions of dollars; there are 700 
| mills in operation, giving employment to from 
| 75,000 to 100,000 persons, a great proportion of 
||} whom consist of women. 


The business is not, 
as has been incorrectly charged against manufac- 
tures in general, in the hands of corporations or 
| wealthy individuals, but of moderate capitalists, 
|| who take their personal share in the business. 
The material used in this manufacture is almost | 
valueless in itself, consisting of rags, cotton waste, 
ropes, bagging, junk, &c.; the total value of which 
to the manufacturer is represented at eight mil- 
lions, only one-tenth of which comes from abroad; | 
| the rest being collected from your small villages 
and hamlets—the cottages of the laborer and me- 
|| chanic. This memorial states that the six cotton- 
growing States send raw material enough to these 
mills to pay for all the paper they consume. It is 
|| stated in the memorial, that the new bill will drive || 
all the manufacturers into the production of paper 
for newspapers, the result of which will be, the 
|| ultimate annihilation of the manufacture of paper 
and the printing of books in this country. It 
would hereafter be impossible, without loss, to 
|| print a Bible in this country. 
|| ‘The memorial was referred to the Committce on 
Printing. 


| 


| 





REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, reported back, without amendment, the || 
bill for the relief of Commodore Thomas Ap Cates- 
by Jones. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- || 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, the | 
(House) bill for the relief of John McAllister. 


Mr. BARROW, pursuant to notice, asked and | 
\| obtained leave to introduce a joint resolution to 
authorize the Government to sell two or more | 
acres of certain land at Baton Rouge, to be used 
as a site for a State House; which he explained in 
a few remarks, asking its immediate consideration. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time, considered as in committee of the whole, | 
reported back to the Senate without amendment, 
ordered to a third reading, and, by unanimous 
consent, read a third time and passed. 


NAVY OF TEXAS. 


Mr. RUSK moved that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of the bill authorizing the Presi- 
dent of the United States to increase the naval es- 
tablishment of the United States by adding thereto 

the naval establishment of the late Republic of | 
|| Texas. i| 

Mr. CASS expressed the hope that the motion || 
would not prevail. There were other subjects un- | 
finished before the Senate, which should be first 
disposed of. 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed himself in favor of 
taking up the bill in question and disposing of it. || 

The question was then taken upon the motion to || 
take up, and it was negatived. 


HARBORS AND RIVERS. | 





; 
| 
| 








On motion of Mr DIX, the Senate resumed the || 


consideration of the river and harbor appropriation || 


bill. 


RESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘and waves on the lakes and on the Atlantic. 


| it was legislating for mere local views. 
| duty of Congress to legislate with a regard to local 
| as well as general interests, 


| formidable difficulties. 


| life at imminent hazard. | 
| merce of the lakes, and spoke of its extent and im- 


| tion. 


| 


|| « War Department” in the second and 
Mr. ATCHISON moved the reconsideration of '' pending which motion, 


1 


| the vote by which the following clause was stricken 
| out of the bilk: 


“For the improvement of Little Fort Harbor on Lake 
Michigan, twelve thousand dolfars.” 


Upon this motion a discussion ensued. 
Mr. WEBSTER was in favor of the appropria- 


| tion, 


Mr. SEVIER opposed the motion. 
Mr. DAVIS expressed his views against the 


| appropriation. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN spoke in favor of the bill 
generally. No one was more fully disposed to 


| vote liberally for the purposes of the bill in order 


to promote all possible security for the lives and 
safety of those placed at the mercy of the winds 
But 
he was not disposed to favor the ambition of every 
rising village on the rivers, to obtain appropria- 
tions for harbors where harbors were not neces- 
sary atall. Was there not a good reason for the 
separation of such appropriations for little, local, 


| unimportant interests as might lead the Executive 
| to veto the entire bill ? 


Mr. CASS advocated the appropriation in the 
amendment; arguing for it on the grounds of ex- 
pediency and constitutional right. He denied that 
It was the 


He contrasted the 
importance of harbors on the lakes with the rivers, 


On the Mississippi and great western rivers, every 


species of craft could land at any point. jut on 
the lakes, the God of nature had imposed the most 
He himself was once ship- 
wrecked near the town of Cleveland, and saved his 
He alluded to the com- 


portance. Last year the number of vessels of all 
kinds navigating the lakes was four hundred and 
ninety-five, and thirty were building. Thirty-six 
vessels had been driven ashore—twenty total 
wrecks, and four had foundered. 

After a few remarks in explanation and in reply, 
by Messrs. SEVIER and ATCHISON, 

Mr. BREESE spoke in favor of the appropria- 
He replied in an energetic and able manner 
to the assertion that they should not make harbors 


| where nature had not intended harbors to be made. 


That was the very reason why they brought in art 
to the aid of nature. He described the incalcula- 


| ble advantages of these appropriations in their re- 
'action on the public treasury. 


He pointed to 
Chicago and Milwaukie as examples of the extra- 
ordinary progress of trade and commerce in con- 
sequence of these appropriations. The revenue 
was thus largely augmented from the sale of public 
lands in the neighborhood of the points where these 
harbors were constructed, 

After some further remarks by Messrs. HAY- 


|| WOOD and SEMPLE, the question was taken by 


yeas and nays, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Ber- 
rien, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Thomas Clayton, 
John M. Clayton. Corwin, Crittenden, Dickinson, Greene, 
Hannegan, Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, John- 
son of Louisiana, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, 
Semple, Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, 


} and Woodbridge—32. 


NAYS—Measrs. Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Cal- 
houn, Chalmers, Davis, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Haywood, 
Huntington, Mangum, Niles, Pennybacker, Sevier, Turney, 
Westcott, and Yulee—19. 


So the vote was reconsidered. 


The question was then taken on concurring with 
the Committee on Commerce in their amendment, 
striking out the clause under consideration, and 
decided in the negative. : 

So the amendment was not concurred in. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
amendment by the committee, altering the clause 
‘for improving Fort Penn,”’ so as to read * for 
repairing the piers in Fort Penn,” &.; which was 
disagreed to. 3 

The wekt amendment reported by the committee 
is as follows, viz: es aide 

s i her enacted, That in w pro- 
vided for aes at which the War Department shall 
deem it necessary, there shal} be a survey or reéxamination, 
and no expenditure shall be made without the approbation 
of the War Department.” 

Mr. DIX explained the object of the amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, opposed it as 

ient. 
te Ww ESTCOTT moved to strike out the words, 
fh Tiness 











vs i 
5 ' 

R ry ; Mr. LEWIS moved that the farther consider- || 
i We ation of the bill be postponed until to-morrow; i| 
me 5 which was agreed to. 
a: APPROPRIATION BILL. 
ae Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
ae reported back the House bill making additional 
ir appropriations for sundry purposes therein named, 
2 without amendment, and moved its immediate con- | 
28 F sideration; which motion was agreed to. 

- The bill was then considered as in committee of | 
aa the whole; when 

§ Mr. JARNAGIN submitted an amendment; 
a which was not agreed to. | 
one Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved an addi- | 
de tional section to the bill, appropriating $30,000 for 


the purchase of the bridges across the Eastern 
Branch of the Potomac, the same to be made free, 
hut subsequently withdrew it; and the bill was laid 
over until to-morrow. 


THE TARIFF. 


The Senate then, as in committee of the whole, 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill to reduce 
duties on imports and for other purposes. 

Mr. EVANS rose and said he deemed it neces- | 
sary to make a short explanation. Some days aro, 
when the treasury note bill was under considera- 
tion, he had made some remarks regarding the esti- 
mates of the Secretary of the Treasury of the 
amount of revenue expected to be produced by the 
new tariff bill. He had then stated that the Secre- 
tary had, most unintentionally no doubt, fallen 
into a very considerable error; and that, as ap- 
peared by his own statements and estimates con- 
tained in his letter, (which estimates were the only 
ones they had before them,) the revenue would be 
diminished something like five millions of dollars 
below what the Secretary supposed would be de- 
rived from the new tariff bill. The statement to 
which he alluded was made in a very distinct por- 
tion of the letter, wherein the Secretary stated, as 
follows: ** It will be perceived that the total im- 
ports consumed and on hand, exclusive of specie, 
for the fiscal year closing the 30th June, 1845, 
amounted to the value of $106,080,410, of which 
the amount of free goods was $1,501,047, which 
heing deducted from the above, leaves, of dutiable 
imports, $104,579 ,363,” &c. 

le had stated, on the occasion to which he al- | 
luded, titat the Secretary had fallen into a very 
great error, because it was not true that the amount 
of free goods imported and consumed in the year 
ending 30th June, 1845, was but a million anda 
half; yet such was the Secretary’s language; and 
there was nothing before them to give a different 
interpretation to that language. But it now ap- 
peared, from explanations which he had seen else- 
where, sanctioned no doubt by the Secretary him- 
self, that his meaning was that this would have 
been the amount, provided the plan of the Secre- 
tary had been adopted. All that he now desired 
to say was, that if such were the meaning of the 
Secretary, then he was entirely correct. He had 
not the slightest disposition to do the Secretary an 
injustice; and he was very happy, therefore, that 
this explanation had been made; but while he freely 
admitted that, under this explanation of the Secre- 
tury’s meaning, he was correct in that particular, 
he could not agree that the present bill, if adopted, 
would yield anything like the amount which its 
friends expected it would yield. 

; Mr. MOREHEAD said that he considered this 
measure was not expected by the people of the 
country. He believed it ruinous in its tendency. 

; As a revenue measure it would prove abortive. 

‘ But these points had been discussed by his distin- 

‘ guished friends who had preceded him. He would | 

confine himself to two or three propositions. This 

bill will produce a thorough, radical, and ruinous 
change in our public policy. The ad valorem prin- 
ciple is a new one in our Government, Specific 
duties were laid as early as the earliest history of 
our country. This a lasted for twenty-seven 
years without disturbance. The principle of spe- 
cific duties has been recognised for sixty years, in 
every system and law which have been adopted. 

The bill of 1816 was prepared and supported by 

Mr. Lowndes, of South Carolina. That bill con- 

tained 150 articles upon which specific duties were 

laid. Was he, with all those who voted for this 
and all the other revenue bills, dupes, and deceived 
in such a way as to be ignorant of the frauds and 
uncertainties attributed to specific duties by the | 


_ ned by a great party movement, without any great 


, in Pennsylvania, who assured the people of that 


| would appeal to a sense of justice to stay the pro- 
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honorable chairman of the Finance Committee, | before she was struck down b 
she had trusted. 


umph over justice, he would appeal from party to 
'| a national feeling. . 


{[Mr. Lewis]? He referred to the opinions of Mr. | 
Gallatin and Mr. Crawford, who expressed them- || 
selves in favor of specific duties; also, to an extract 
in the speech of Mr. Buchanan in 1842 in favor of 
specific duties. So much for the doctrine of ad | 
valorem duties. He would now proceed to show, | 
that to abandon the doctrine of protection is to | 
abandon the established principles of our Govern- | 
ment. It was siaiaeiane in the act of 1789 by the 

declaration in the preamble, and in the discussion | 
which took place on the bill. He quoted extracts 
from speeches of several distinguished men in this 
discussion. He also referred to the reports of Mr. | 
Hamilton and Mr. Gallatin, and to the acts of || 
1816, 1824, 1832, 1833, and 1842, as well as to the 
opinions of distinguished men upon the subject. 
He also gave the vote of the several States and of 
the distinguished men of the country upon the 
several tariff acts since 1816. Truly did the Sen- 
ator from Comnecticut say, yesterday, that when 
he was called upon to vote for this bill he was call- | 
ed upon to surrender the principles of his own 

party. The passage of this bill would be a deser- 

tion of the principles of the great bere called the 

Democratic party. The principles of protection | 
were recognised by Jackson, Van Buren, and other 
prominent men of that party, by voting for several 
of the tariff bills above alluded to. How is it 
that some of the States which built up this sys- 
tem by the votes of their Representatives and Sen- || 
ators now desert it? Why have Ohio and other 

States changed, which used to vote unanimously || 
for the protective policy, now that this great policy || 
embraces an interest of three hundred millions of 
dollars ? | 

Mr. MANGUM suggested that it embraces an 
interest of four hundred millions. 

Mr. MOREHEAD replied that his estimate was 
made on the most moderate calculation. Why is 
this policy now deserted? Why do New York, 
Indiana, Ohio, and Illinois, now desert their for- 
mer faith ? 

Mr. BREESE asked if an answer was wanted 
to this question ? 

Mr. MOREHEAD having replied affirmatively, 

Mr. BREESE said that Illinois may have voted 
in the House, by one or two votes, for protection, 
but her Senators did not vote for it. Ifthe manu- | 
facturing interests embrace a capital of four hun- 
dred millions, the agricultural interests amount to 
a thousand millions. Illinois wants a market for 
her agricultural preductions; she wants the mar- || 
ket of the world. Ten counties of that State could | 
supply all the home market. We want a foreign 

| 


market for our produce, which is now rotting in 
our granaries. 

Mr. CAMERON inquired where and when did || 
the produce of Illinois rot in her granaries. 

Mr. BREESE said that Illinois wanted the mar- | 
ket of the world, to prevent the rotting of her pro- || 
duce. He had already stated that ten counties of 
that State could supply the home market. 

Mr. MOREHEAD referred to the yeas and nays | 
in the Senate; and he found the two Illinois Sena- 
tors voting for the tariff act of 1828. 

Mr. BREESE said that they voted for it to favor 
the wool interest. 

Mr. MOREHEADasked whether [linois would | 
vote for what had been called * a bill of abomina- | 
tions and blood,’’ merely for the sake of protect- 
ing her little interest in wool? Mr. M. then pro- 
ceeded to show that this measure was to be car- 


national cause to require it. He referred to the 
letters of Mr. Polk, in the election in 1843, in 
Tennessee, and in the general election of 1844, on 
the tariff, and to the speeches of some gentlemen 


State that “ Mr. Polk was as good a tariff man as 
Mr. Clay.’’ He hoped this would be denied; he 
hoped no man had brought himself to make these 
assertions to the people; but if they had been | 
made, and the people believed them, then truly | 
might Pennsylvania say, ‘* The serpent beguiled 
me, and I did eat.” He hoped that the party 
had not yet determined to press the measure upon || 
the country; but if it had been so determined, he 


ceedings. The country had embarked in manuv- | 


factures; a ay had been invested; New England, | 

1er wishes, had been driven into this 
It was due, therefore, to New England 
It was due to Pennsylvania to pause 


contrary to 
business. 
to pause. 


July 21, 


ick d y & party in whom 
sut if party considerations yj 


Mr, M. having concluded— 
Mr. WESTCOTT moved that the Senate 


pro- 


_eeed to the consideration of Executive business 
Calls of ** Question” being heard, F 


Mr. CAMERON rose and expressed a desire 
to address the Senate on the tariff question; by: 
wished that he might be allowed till to-morrow 


| morning. 


Mr. HAYWOOD moved that the question be 
postponed till to-morrow. 
Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays: 


| which were ordered, and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atchison, Bagby, Benton, (q| 
houn, Cass, Cilley, Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Greene, Hay 
wood, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of 
land, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, Simu 
Sturgeon, Upham, Westcott, and Woodbridge—2}5. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Barrow, Chat 
mers, Thomas Clayton, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Lewis 
McDuffie, Pennybacker, Sevier, and Turney—14. 


So the subject was postponed till to-morrow. 
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of Executive business, where they remained a short 


lary 
ions, 


|| time, and then adjourned till to-morrow mornin: 


at ten o’clock. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, July 21, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


On motion of Mr. THURMAN, the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union was dis 


| charged from the further consideration of the fol- 
' lowing bill: 


A BILL in relation to the payment of Claims. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


| the United Stutes of Ameriea in Congress assembled, Thar 
|| whenever a claim on the United States aforesaid shall her 


after have been allowed by a resolution or act of Congress, 


| and thereby directed to be paid, the money shall not, nor 


shall any part thereof, be paid to any person or persons other 


; than the claimant or claimants, his or their executor or ex 

| eeutors, administrator or administrators, unless such person 
| or persons shall prodace to the proper disbursing ofiicer a 
| warrant of attorney executed by such claimant or claimants, 
| executor or executors, administrator or administrators, afte: 


the enactment of the resolution or act allowing the claim: 
and every such warrant of attorney shall refer to such reso 
Jution or act, and expressly recite the amount allowed 
thereby and shall be attested by two competent witnesses, 
and be acknowledged, by the person or persons executing 
it, before an officer having authority to take the acknowl! 
edgment of deeds, who shall certify such acknowledgment; 
and it shall appear by such certificate that such oflicer, at the 


| time of the making of such acknowledgment, read and fully 


explained such warrant of attorney to the person or persons 
acknowledging the same. 

And the question being on ordering the bill to s 
third reading, 

Mr. McKAY called for the reading thereof. 

The bill having been again read for information, 
was read a third time and passed. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


The SPEAKER announced the special order to 
be the subject of the public printing. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE asked leave to make a re 
port from the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. HARALSON asked leave to offer a resolu- 
tion in relation to compensation for losses sustained 


_ by Indian hostilities. 


Objection was made. 
Mr. H. moved a suspension of the rules. 


The motion was not in order. ‘ 
The House, on motion of Mr. McKAY, again 


_ resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 


state of the Union, (Mr. Boyon, of Kentucky, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the joint 


resolution from the Senate regulating the printing 


of Congress, and establishing the compensation ot 
the same, with the pending amendments. 
Mr. G. DAVIS resumed and concluded his re- 
marks. After arraigning the political course of Mr. 
Barty, and entering into some estimates of the 
profits which he (Mr. D.) supposed the public 
printers would receive from the printing of the 
present session, he gave notice of an amendment to 
the joint resolution which he proposed hereafter to 
offer. 4 
Mr. BAYLY said he did not mean toallow him- 
self to be too much diverted from the question 1m- 
mediately under consideration by the uncalled for, 
unjustifiable, and, as he should endeavor to show, 
unfounded personal attack of the gentleman from 
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Kentucky. He should first discuss the question 
under consideration, and then pay his respects to 
che gentleman, and probabl he might find provo- 
cation enough in his remarks to do more than de- 
fend himself—to carry the war into Africa. 
Mr. Chairman, (said he,) 1 maintain that this 
House has no authority to pass a resolution of a 
retrospective character, to operate upon the rates 
of the public printing which has already Leen exe- 
cuted by the printers to this House. [I maintain 
that the relation between Congress and the public 
rinters is that which arises out of a contract be- | 
eween them. The law of Congress fixes the rate | 
ofcompensation and requires that the public printer 
shall give ample security for its faithful execution. 
They have been elected under that law; they have | 


pecun the work and executed the job to a very large | the case to which the gentleman from Kentucky 


extent. I say to that extent it is not in the power | 
of this House to reduce the rates without violation 
of the contract, 

When the question now before you came up in- 
cidentally, a few days since, the gentleman from 
Kentucky took the ground that there was no defi- 
nition of a contract that would cover this case. I 
took direct issue with the gentleman on that point. 
[ attempted to show, and, as I think, I did show, 
that the very reverse of his proposition was true, 
and that there is no definition of a contract which | 
does not inelude this case. After taking such a 
novel ground as the gentleman assumed, I had sup- 
posed, when he came in with his regular prepara- | 
tion for the debate, he would have been prepared 
with some authority, with some reasons to make | 
good the position he had assumed. But so far from 
that, he came in yesterday, and virtually admitted 
that, unless at the time of the election of the public 
printer this House reserved the right of passing a 
law fixing compensation to operate retrospectively, 
they could not thereafter do it without the most pal- 
pable violation of public faith. 
~ Well, having sduaiheeid that, the whole question 
yarrows itself down to the consideration of the fact 
whether there was any such reservation on the part 
of this House; and I proceed at once to the discus- 
sion of this proposition. How does the gentleman 
attempt to make it out?) Why, he reads from my 
speech at the commencement of the session, as re- 
ported in the National Intelligencer, in which I 
maintained, (it is not worth while to read it over 
again, as the gentleman read it,) that the compen- | 
sation of the printer was within the control of Con- | 
gress, and, as far as economy is concerned, it would | 
not be necessary to let out this work by contract, 
but they might reduce the compensation. But is 
there anything in that speech, in the extracts culled | 
out by the gentleman himself with so much care, | 
which shows that I supposed that Congress would 
regulate the rate of compensation at any other pe- 
riod at any rate, that they would reduce the rates 
for work already done? My remarks, so far from 
sustaining the gentleman, were, that Congress could 
pass a prospective law reducing this compensation. 
That 1 do not dispute now. Thus, so far as my 
admissions go, instead of sustaining the gentleman, 
they are directly against him. 

But suppose it were otherwise? All the gentle- 
man could prove would be to fix an inconsistency 
vpon me. But these printers are not responsible | 
for what I said; I have no connexion with them | 
in any a It is true, sir, 1 am proud to call | 
them my friends, and not the less so because they | 
have been visited by the vindictive and bitter de- 
iuneations of the gentleman from Kentucky. But | 
they are not responsible for what I did here; they | 
have no connexion with me or influence over me. 

But the gentleman goes on to say that the chair- | 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, as he | 
's how, and as he was not then, gave notice that he 
should introduce a resolution relating to the public 
printing. Well, this was in view of the same 
sentlemen being elected printers of both Houses; 

and in this ease the chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means said the composition ought not | 
to be charged double, and the notice he gave was | 
confined to the item of composition. If this, then, 
has any effect, it is to be appealed to directly 
‘gainst the gentleman. Exzpressio wnius, exclusio 
«lterius—the expressing of one thing excludes the 
idea of another. The notice having been confined | 
‘imply to the composition, would exclude this | 

Ouse from any authority to go to anything else. 
om the notice of the chairman of the Committee | 
z “ao. and Means (Mr. B. contended) contained | 
thing to show that it was intended that this law | 


| pective in its character. 


| should take effect from the beginning of Congress, 
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it 


but merely when agreed to that it should be pros- 
Whatever might be its 


| provisions, however, of what force was it? The 


chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
however great might be his experience and influ- 


/ence here—and he admitted it was deservedly 


| Ritchie & Heiss were the parties on the other side; 
| and before this power could have been reserved, 


great—was not the House of Representatives. He 
was not a party to this contract. ‘The House of 
Representatives was the party on one side, and 


it was necessary that this House itself should re- 

serve the right by resolution adopted by itself, 
Such had been the construction of this House 

and the Senate uniformly. In the 26th Congress— 


| referred yesterday—a proposition was made to re- 


| duce the price of printing. 


Sut in that instance, 
before the House went into the election of printer, 


they first passed a resolation that the printers 


should take it subject to any reduction they might 
thereafter make. Then it was made a part of the 
contract. The House adopted a resolution before 
they gave out the job, giving the contractors dis- 
tinct notice, “ If you take this contract, you. must 
take it subject to such reduction as we may here- 
after make.” ‘The House went upon the ground 
that such a resolution was necessary in order to 
justify a subsequent reduction of a retroactive oper- 


| ation, as it unquestionably was, 


But the gentleman from Kentucky had such a 


| fondness for the argumentum ad hominem, that he 
| would attempt to settle it on his authority, indiffer- 


ent as he was bound to admit it was. He referred 


| to the declarations of Mr. Davis in his remarks at 


the commencement of the session, in opposition to 


| going at that time into the election of public prin- 
| ters, for the reason that thereby thousands of dol- 
| lars would be lost, and to his preference to subject 





as 


themselves to the trouble and inconvenience of 
going without a printer for a month, rather than to 
so into the election. Did not his whole course— 


| his whole argument as to what must be the result— 


his calculation as to what would be the profits of the || 
printing during the Congress, all proceed on the sup- || 
position that it was out of the power of the House 
to affect it? He also noticed the effort of Mr. D. || 
to introduce a resolution before the printing of the || 
Patent Office report was ordered, to limit the pro- | 
fits upon that document to $3,000, and this after his | 
committee was organized, and whilst they were 
investigating the subject. These attempts, he ar- 
gued, showed conclusively that the gentleman did 
not believe they could pass a resolution having a 
retroactive operation. 

But again: if they had a right to go back, and 
reduce the prices of printing on so much as they | 
have already executed, he defied any man, who 
understood the commonest principles of law, to | 
say why they could not go back and make Blair & | 
Rives disgorge a portion of what they had re- 
ceived, and more especially Gales & Seaton, who 
are at this very moment executing a very large and 
exceedingly profitable job ordered by the last Sen- | 
ate at the rates of 1819. As he was told, they | 
were at this moment at work receiving twenty per | 
cent. more than Ritchie & Heiss; and yet these | 
friends of Gales & Seaton came here and made a 
hue-and-cry about the prices which were now paid | 
to the printers of the present Congress. Would | 
the gentleman agree to insert in his bill a provision | 
operating retrospectively upon this job of Gales & 
Seaton in the same manner as upon Ritchie & 
Heiss? Why, if any man was to make this prop- 
osition—he was about to use an expression which 
would ill become the decorum of this House—but, 
following the example of the gentleman from Ken- | 
tucky, he would say, that if this proposition was | 
made, the whole sty would have been in uproar, | 
none of its inmates squeaking louder than the gen- | 
tleman from Kentucky, in those tones with which | 
they were so familiar. No; he should vote for no 
such proposition; he should make none; he came | 
here to legislate as an American statesman, not to 
gratify any partisan, personal feeling; he had none | 
against these editors; if he had, he should not seek 

} 


this mode of gratifying it; he should try one that 
would be more becoming. These gentlemen were 
now doing the work twenty per cent. less than | 
Gales & Seaton ever did, and five per cent. less 
than Blair & Rives, and yet they had all this cry 
about it. 

Mr. B. did not hesitate then to vote for these ' 


aaa 


} 
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printers, with the distinct understanding that no 
future reduction was to be retroactive. He said 
with a distinct understanding—because he came 
now to state what he had stated on a former occa- 
sion, that an effort was made to get him, as a friend 
of Ritchie & Heiss, to pledge them that they would 
submit to a retrospective reduction. He positively 
refused, for reasons which he stated to the gentle- 
men who urged him to it, one of which was, he 
did not think the gentlemen ought to agree to com- 


| mit themselves to the tender mercies of a commit- 


tee, at the head of which was the gentleman from 
Kentucky; and another was, as he then stated to 
the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, who would recollect it, that if such a prop- 
osition was agreed to, they would have the subject 
up here eternally, as a subject of partisan discus- 
sion, and as a means of striking at the printers, 
whoever they might be, who were enea by the 
opposite party, or who might be obnoxious to them 
from any reason. 

He had stated that he voted for these gentlemen 
with the distinct understanding that there should 
be no reduction to have a retrospective operation; 
beeause he did not believe, nor did he now believe, 
that they were making the enormous profits that 
have been represented. And he begged leave to say, 
without meaning any personal disrespect for that 
committee—for most of them he had great respect— 
that in the whole course of his life he had never 
seen or heard a more unfair statement of a case 
than the report of that committee contained. In 
inquiry into this subject of printing they had first 
before them John C. Rives, who had had great ex- 
perience in this matter; also the foreman of Gales 
& Seaton’s office—a man of some twenty years 
experience in the business—and Mr. Trenholm, 
foreman of Ritchie & Heiss’s printing office—a 
gentleman who might not be known to many 
members of this House, with whom Mr. B. had 
very little personal acquaintance, but from that 
little he undertook to say he was as intelligent, 
as accomplished a printer as was to be found in 
the city of Washington. It had rarely been his 


| fortune to meet with a gentleman with whom a 


short acquaintance had left a more favorable im- 
pression on his mind as emphatically a gentleman 
anda scholar. The committee had these gentle- 
men before them, and the testimony of every one 
of them was discarded, and ,that of Mr. Gideon 
was relied on exclusively. Here is what Mr. 
Trenholm says: 

“ Mr. Towers estimates the cost to the printer of 67,000 
copies at 830,745. 

** Now, the cost of two items alone, viz: paper and press- 
work, would amount to about #30,150,”? 

Thus it is shown in this estimate of Mr. Tow- 
ers, so much relied on, that everything is omitted 
besides paper and presswork, viz: ink, stitching, 
folding, wear and tear, &c., &c. 

Mr. Rives says the compensation is not too high. 


| He proves his sincerity in this by showing that he 


declined in the 27th Congress to take the job at the 
reduction at which the work was now done. Gales 
& Seaton did take it, and, according to the state- 
ment of Mr. Rives, they could only make one per 
cent. under the reduction of 1819—under which 
the present printers were now executing the work 
of Congress. Here is what Mr. Rives says: 

‘<1 think that if the House of Representatives had reduced 
the price of Congressional printing for the 26th Congress to 
what they are now—20 per cent. below the prices fixed by 
the joint resolution of Congress passed in 1819—I would have 
deliberated some time whether Mr. Blair and myself should 
take it; and J am not sure that the deliberation would have 
induced me to take it, though itis probable that I would have 


| taken itto have kept others from getting it, if for no other 
| reason. 


Messrs. Gales & Seaton then proposed to execute 
the printing of Congress for 20 per cent. less than the prices 
fixed by the joint resolution of 1819. The prices now paid, 
or proposed to be paid by the law of last session, are pre- 
cisely 20 per cent. less than those named in the joint resolu- 
tion of 1819, and, therefore, are exactly the same for which 
Messrs. Gales & Seaton proposed to execute the printing of 
the 26th Congress. They estimated then—and swore to their 
estimate, if I recollect aright—that there was about 2] per 
cent. profit only on the prices fixed by the joint resolution of 
1819, and, consequently, that they would make only one per 
cent. by executing the printing on the terms they proposed. 
They alleged as a reason, and perhaps the only one, for pro- 
posing to do the printing so low, that they did so to keep their 
workmen employed, or for the benefit of their printers, who 
would be thrown out of employment otherwise.” 

« When the next Congress (the 27th) met, both Houses 
passed resolutions in advance of their electing printers, re- 
ducing the prices 20 per cent. below those fixed by the joint 
resolution of 1819. As soon as those resolutions passed, I 
ealled on Messrs. Gales & Seaton, and told them that Mr, 
Blair and myself would not be candidates for either House, 


and that we would not do the work for those prices if Con- 
gress should offer it to us. Mr. Gales replied that he did not 
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know what to do. He said his friends in Congress had been | be made. Where, then, is the fault? In this 


mainly instrumental in having the resolotions passed. When 
the election came on, Messrs. Gales & Seaton were elected 
printers for both Houses without opposition, if I recollect 
right. They went on to execute the printing of both Houses, 


and I heard nothing more about the prices of Congress print- | 
ing until the best night of that Congress, when it was argued | 


that the printing could not be done for the prices they had 
been required to do it, and the 20 per cent. was restored to 
them, by inserting a clause in one of the appropriation bills 
to that effect.’’ 

“ When the next Congress (the 28th) met, Mr. Blair and 
myself were elected printers to the House, and Muesers. 
Gales & Seaton were elected printers to the Senate. The 
House reduced its prices 15 per cent. which was the same 
it bad paid to us for the 26th Congress. The Senate did not 
reduce its prices, but paid to Messrs. Gales & Seaton the 
prices fixed by the joint resolution of 1619.” 

Near the close of the last Congress (the 28th) there was 


aclause inserted in one of the appropriation bills, which | 


became a law, reducing the prices to be paid for the printing 
of Congress 20 per cent. below those paid under the law of 
1819; therefore the lawful price is now 20 per cent. less 
than the printing of Congress wus ever executed for, except 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


| 


if 


by Blair & Rives, and five per cent. leas than they were paid | 


for it.”’ 

* If Congress should order nothing to be printed except 
what is intimately connected with its legislation, order the 
usual number, and require them to be printed quickly, on 
good paper, my answer is, that the prices now authorized to 
he paid wre not hich enough certainty not too high—il tested 
by any of the rulessknown to me for calculating the price 
which an employer or master printer should charge for print 
ing.’’ 


House, in ordering enormous editions of useless 
trash. The majorities of both political parties 
have ordered thousands of heavy documents, and 
then the gentleman from Kentucky comes in 
and makes a violent attack upon the public print- 


ers for their profits, and upon the Democratic 


varty of this House. Mr. B. had not voted for a 
reavy edition since he had been here; there had 
been but one, the correspondence in relation to the 
Mexican war, and the Oregon question. This he 
thought should have been distributed extensively; 


' but of the Patent Office report, and other docu- 
_ments, he had never voted the printing of large 


editions. 

In conclusion, as his time had nearly expired, 
he wished to say to the House, after a most care- 
ful examination of the subject, that it was impos- 
sible to give this bill a retrospective operation, 
without a most palpable violation of the contract. 


| Inthe second place, from the testimony of Mr. 


Mr. Bb. now proceeded to reply to the attacks of 
Mr. Davis, and to defend his own past and present 


political course, 
Having concluded that part of the discussion, 
waiving his design to ‘* carry the war into Africa,”’ 


and returning to the subject before the committee, | 
he stated unhesitatingly as his opinion—he might | 


be wrong about it; he could not know anything of 
the motives of the gentleman from Kentuck y—but 
he stated unhesitatingly as his opinion that all this 
hue-and-ery about ‘divorcing the Government from 
the party press,’’ and all this talk about retrench- 


ment and reduction of prices, was but a dumb show, || 
Why did he come to | 


gotten up for political effect. 
that conclusion? The facts bore him outinit. In 


the beginning of the session they had a most pa- 


thetic speech from the gentleman from Kentucky | 


about the injury to the public morals, &c., from 
connecting the Government with the press. They 


Rives, Mr. Trenholm, and Mr. Grouard, it was 
demonstrated that the calculations of the gentle- 
man, based on the figures of Mr. Gideon, were 
most extravagant; that they included scarcely 
one-half the items of expenditure, and, in his 
opinion, the whole thing was got up merely for 
political effect. 

Mr. RATHBUN obtained the floor. 

Mr. G. DAVIS asked him to yield to allow him 
a personal explanation in regard to remarks of 
Mr. Bayry. 

Mr. R. declined; stating that as, in his opinion, 
the House were now prepared to vote, and the 
time for discussion had passed, he would move 
that the committee rise, with a view of offering a 
resolution to terminate the debate. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. RATHBUN offered a resolution providing 
that all debate on the subject should cease at one 
o’clock this day. And he demanded the previous 
question. 

Mr. COBB indicated an amendment, substituting 


| three o’clock. 


had talked loud and long about the propriety of || 


giving the public printing to practical, hard-fisted, 
honest mechanics, and not to pamper political edi- 
tors. Well, that was the preaching; now what 
was the practice? Why, the sounds of the gentle- 
man’s voice had hardly died away, when Fisk & 
Dow were put in nomination for public printers 
against Ritchie & Heiss, and were supported by 
the gentleman’s whole party in the teeth of his 
speech about ‘* practical printers’’—the gentleman 
himself voting in a miserable minority of some 
three or four, and all the rest of that party voting 
against practical printers and for Fisk & Dow. 
There was a practical commentary upon all this 
pretended anxiety to divorce the patronage of the 
Government from the public press. Well, what 
occurred in the other wing of the Capitol? Why, 
in the very teeth of all this ery, the Whig party 
voted for Gales & Seaton, their own party editors ! 
And yet at the same time they come here to arraign 
him and others for electing a political editor, to 
whom they were attached—although at 20 per cent. 
less, be it remarked, than they voted their own 
printers, 

He undertook to say that, if ever the gentleman 
and his friends should get into power, we should 
hear no more about these * practical printers,’’ &e. 
They would vote this printing where they had 
voted it for twenty years, upon a single establish- 
ment in this city. ; 

But the testimony brought before the House by 


Mr. DROMGOOLE. Five o’clock. 


Neither of these amendments were entertained, 


| the previous question having been demanded. 


Mr. COBB thereupon moved that the resolution 


| be laid on the table. 


Mr. G. W. JONES asked the yeas and nays; 


| which were refused. 


And the question being taken, the House de- 


| cided that the resolution should not-be laid on the 
| table. 


The question then recurring on the demand for 
the previous question, 
It was taken, and no quorum voted. 
A second count was taken, and the vote stood: 
ayes 80, noes 35. 
“So there was a second. 
The main question (on the resolution) was or- 
dered, and, being taken, the resolution was adopt- 


ed. 
On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, 


the House 


again resolved itself into Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of Union, (Mr. Boyn, of Kentucky, 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of the 
special order. 


Mr. HENLEY replied to certain remarks of | 


Mr. G. Davis, in which Mr. D. had charged mis- 
representation upon him, and vindicated himself 
from any misstatement in his charge, that Mr. D., 
notwithstanding his great desire for retrenchment 
at this time, had voted to restore to Gales & Sea- 


_ ton about $40,000, at the close of the session, being 


the gentleman from Kentucky himself—the testi- | 


mony of Gales & Seaton’s foreman—showed that, 
upon the ordinary printing, that is, where the num, 
ber is less than 5,000 copies, the present rates o 
compensation are not too high. Mr. Rives also 
states the same thing; and even Mr. Towers, one 
of the favorite witnesses of the gentleman, express- 
ly states the same thing, as well as Mr. Gasbiies. 

ir. Towers says: 

*< Under all the circumstances attending Congress print- 
ing at present, I do not believe the regwar printing could 


be executed fora less sum than twenfy per cent. on the rates 
allowed by the law of 1819.” 


In a word, every one, except Mr. Gideon, says, | 


or the py | work, the present price is not too 
high. It is only 


where the number goes beyond || 


the 20 per cent. above what they had taken the 
work at, and above what Ritchie & Heiss are now 
executing the printing for. 

Mr. H. professed some practical knowledge of 
printing, and, from a thorough investigation of the 
subject, he expressed his opinion that a reduction 
should be made below twenty per cent. from 
the rates of 1819. He had no feelings to gratify 
against any one; but in the discharge of his duty 
to his constituents, to the public, and to the print- 
ers, he should go for this reduction, and that to 
take effect from the commencement of this ses- 
sion—as, according to his understanding, the print- 
ers were elected with a view to the probability of 
a reduction of prices. 

He proceeded, in explanation and defence of the 


5,000 copies, that they pretend reduction should || provisions of his amendment, to give his views in 
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duly 21, 


favor of the contract system of executing the py) 
| lic rinting. This system had come into ~ 
, and worked well in nearly all the other de mart. 
| ments of the Government, for supplies, &c. 7 
| two contract plans—one to let out the work under 
| the supervision of the presiding officer of each 
' House, in connexion with the Clerk and Secretary: 
and the other under the supervision of a joint vil 
| mittee, with a competent clerk, a practical printey— 
he advocated the latter, but would be willing 4, 
\take the former rather than entirely fail of it 
| Under this latter system, the Clerk, cs attending 
| properly to the measurement of printing, charges 
for double printing, &c., much might be saved. 
Mr. DOUGLASS obtained the floor. 
Mr. G. DAVIS made another appeal to yield to 
| a personal explanation. ; 
Mr. BAYLY was understood to express the hope 
that it would be yielded, and to say, he, perhaps 
‘might also have occasion to request the saine 
| favor. 
| Objections were made. 
| Mr. DOUGLASS, however, concluded to yield 
| to each for five minutes. 
| But the objections being pressed, 





| 


Mr. D. resumed and proceeded. He observed, 
while he pretended to no practical knowledge op 
the subject, that he had been inclined to think sony 
other plan should be adopted for the execution of 
the printing of Congress than by the election of 
winters connected with the political press; but th 
ee of Mr. Rives, whose experience was great 
upon that subject, had greatly shaken his fait), 

| He should not go into a discussion of the relative 
| merits of the several plans, but address a few re- 
marks to another point. 

He proceeded to review the history of the pub- 
lic printing for several years past. he minority 
seemed always to have been attacking the printer 
of the majority. When the Democratic party wer 
in power, the Whig party had been loud in their 
complaints of extravagance, heavy expenditure, 
&c., and so, on the other hand, with the Demo- 
erats. He disliked to charge demagoguism in this 
House in the motives which prompted this agita- 
tion; but there seemed to be much of partisan feel- 
ing in it now as heretofore. 

If they looked into this question they found 
that the prices for public printing were fixed by 
the joint resolution of 1819, and that they so con- 
tinued, from 1819 to 1840, the permanent policy of 
the two Houses of Congress; and this was the 
price paid alike to Whigs and Democrats, Con- 
servatives and Nullifiers, whoever was elected pub- 
lic printer. And we were told by Mr. Rives, and 
others, that the prices of 1819 were a great reduc- 
tion on the prices prior to that time. The prices 
thus stood undisturbed until the memorable ses- 
|| sion of 1839 and 1840, when every subject of ex- 
|| penditure was seized upon, and charges of extrava- 
gance and professions of economy were brought 
forward to make a point in the coming contest. 
The printing was then made the subject of a report 
in this House; the majority of the committee rec- 
ommending a reduction of 15 per cent., and the 
minority a reduction of 25 per cent. from the rates 
of 1819. The report of the majority was agreed 
to, and the next session the reduction took place 
/upon Blair & Rives, who performed the printing 
15 per cent. below the charges of 1819. This, he 
| wished it borne in mind, was the lowest rate that 
it had ever been done for in the history of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Now, how long did this remain? The Whigs 
| were not content; they made reports to show that 
the reduction was not sufficient, and Gales & Seaton 
estimated that they could do it at 20 per cent. re- 
duction from the rates of 1819. Bae: 
| Mr. MARTIN, of Tennessee, made an inquiry 
which, from his turning away, was lost to the 
reporter, : 

But the Whigs came into power upon promises 
of retrenchment, (continued Mr. D.,) and at the 
extra session of 184] the first thing they did was 
to pass a resolution providing that the prices should 
be reduced to 20 per cent. below the rates of 1519, 
or 5 per cent. lower than was paid to Blair & 
Rives. Both Houses agreed to this resolution. 
The House then proceeded and elected Gales & 
Seaton printers under that contract, and the Senate 
Thomas Allen, under the same prices. His friend 
from Kentucky [Mr. awe} went for that reduc- 
tion, in common with the large majority of this 
House—a reduction to prices which Gales & Sea- 
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ten § 


ced the printing for two years—for three sessions 


,¢ Congress, an enormous amount—under that 


contract, 
the 3d of 
majorities In 
ment to | ! 
old prices of 1819—every man who voted for it 


March, their political friends, the Whig 
both Houses, came in with an amend- 


and at the expiration of the session, on | 


! 


the civil and diplomatic bill to restore the | 


i» this House being a Whig, it being a strict party | 


Mr. GRAHAM stated that he had voted against | 


that proposition. 

Mr. f e \ 
yote. The Whigs were in a large majority, and 
every man who voted for it was a Whig. Some 
of them were too conscientious to perform the act, 
and he was gratified to learn that his friend from 
North Carolina was one. Every Whig in the 
Senate also, with one exception, voted this gratu- 


jy, in violation of the contract with the printers, | 


aud in violation of the pledges given to the people, 
and in defiance, too, of all their professions of 
economy. 


He had before him a statement of this little | 


extra sum—this gratuity voted by the Whigs to 
their friends. ‘To Gales & Seaton was paid under 


taken the printing, $39,334; and to Thomas Allen, 
69,689. 

But, in the course of time, the people brought a 
just retribution on these men; they were swept 
from power in consequence of their violation of 
the pledges given to the people, and the Democrats 
were restored to power In this House—the Whigs 
still remaining in a small majority in the Senate. 
What followed? They in the House reduced the 
prices 15 per cent. below the rates of 1819, and 15 
per cent., too, below what any Whig had ever 
done the printing for. But in the Senate, at the 
same Congress, Gales & Seaton were elected, and 
received the old prices of 1819; their friends re- 
fusing to make the reduction for them, and the 
thus receiving 15 per cent. more than Blair & 
Rives did at the same time for the work of the 
House. 

Mr. HENLEY made a remark, which was not 
heard by the reporter. 

Mr. D. (continuing) said he had shown that the 
only men that ever did the printing below the rates 
of 1819 were Democrats—the Whigs always hav- 
ing been paid the old rates, and even when they 
agreed to do it for less, their friends having restored 
itto them at the termination of the session; and 
that by the votes of some of those men who now 
get up this hue-and-cry about a reduction still 
under 20 per cent. below the rates of 1819. 


Some conversation ensued between Mr. GAR- | 


RETT DAVIS and Mr. D. 


Mr. DOUGLASS resumed. But again, (said | 


he,) while the Democratic party made all these re- 


ductions, while the Whig party restored the old || 


prices to their favorites, yet they, at the last ses- 
sion, reduced it five per cent. still lower, and 
Ritchie & Heiss, at this moment, were executing 


the public printing five per cent. lower than it ever | 


had been done by any printer, Whig or Democrat, 
hefore. And what did this prove? It proved that 
the Whig party paid high prices when it went to 
their own favorites, although they raised so loud 
a clamor, such as we were now hearing, when 
their opponents were in power, even while they 
were executing the printing at 20 per cent. lower 
than they themselves had voted. 

He was opposed to this whole system. He 
wished the matter placed on a fair footing. He 
wanted to see a permanent and uniform sytem es- 


tablished. Let the Democrats and Whigs unite; | 
let them appoint a committee of both parties; and | 


let them devise a system of public printing which 
should take effect'at the next Congress. It was 
ot now known which party would then be in 
power here; therefore they could decide imparti- 
‘ly. And inasmuch as Ritchie & Heiss were now 
doing the work lower by 5 per cent. than any man 
ever did it—doing it at the same price that Gales 
& Seaton said it was worth, and per cent. lower 
than Gales & Seaton themselves received at the 
very last Congress as printers to the Senate—let 
the present system stand until the one which should 
be well considered, well regulated, upon better in- 
formation than they now had, should go into oper- 
ration. And if the Whigs insisted now upon car- 
tying out the retrospective principle of this resolu- 
ion, and thus committing a flagrant violation of 
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aid were sufficient. They went on and exe- || 


DOUGLASS repeated it was a strict party || 


N 


LG 


GRESSIO 





ae. 





the contract on which the printers had performed Amend the resolution so as to provide “that for all num- 


their work, let them vote for an amendment to 
reach Gales & Seaton, and oblige them to disgorge 
this 20 per cent., which was restored to them over 


and above their contract, and what Ritchie & Heiss | 


were now doing it for; which 20 per cent. amounted 


to near $40,000, which was voted as a mere gratu- | 
ity; and also let them make the same deduction 


upon the work which it was said Gales & Seaton | 
| were now doing. 


Mr. GRAHAM obtained the floor, and after a 
few remarks, 


proceeded to vote. 
The first question was on the motion of Mr. 


| BAYLY, to give the resolution a prospective and 


not a retroactive effect. 

The question was taken by tellers, and the vote 
stood: ayes 48, noes 68. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. G. DAVIS offered the following amend- 
ment: 
Amend the joint resolution by striking out all of it after 


the word “regulations” in the fifth line, and in lieu thereof || 


add, “from and after the commencement of the present ses 
sion of Congress, that the printer or printers of the two 


1S, ‘ ” || Houses of Congress shall reerive, in full satisfaction for all 
it, in addition to the prices at which they had || 


printing, the aggregate amount of the cost of the paper, ink, 


|| composition and press work of all the printing exeeuted by 
| them, or either of them, and forty per cent. upon such ag- 


| 


{ 





1] 











gregate amount; the whole to be ascertained and reported 
by appropriate committees of the two Houses, from time to 
time, as either House may direct.”’ 

The amendment, by ayes 43, noes 84, was re- 
jected, 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved to amend the resolu- 
tion so as to make the resolution take effect from 


| and after the Ist of August next, instead of being 


applicable to the printing already done. 


bers of any document between three thousand and five thou 

sand documents there shall be a reduction of twenty-five 
per cent.; upon all numbers between five thousand and ten 
thousand copies, thore shall be a reduction of thirty-five per 
cent; upon all numbers between ten thousand and twenty 
thousund copies, there shall be a reduction of forty-five per 
eent.; and upon all numbers above twenty thousand copies 


there shall be a reduction of fifty-five per cent. on the rates 
of 1819,” 


And the substitute of Mr. Hentey, by ayes 59, 
noes 68, was rejected. 
On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, the commit- 


. ‘ | tee rose and reported the resolution to the House 
The hour of one having arrived, the committee || 


Without amendment. 

And the question being on ordering the resolu- 
lution to a third reading, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE demanded the previous 
question. 

There was a second. 

The main question was ordered, and, being 
taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

The bill was read a third time, 

And the question being on its passage, 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF demanded the previous 
question, 

There was a second. 

And the main question was ordered 4 be now 
taken. 

Mr. BAYLY said that as this was the first law 
which had been passed having a retrospective 
operation, he would ask the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. GEORGE S. HOUSTON asked to be ex- 


cused from voting on the joint resolution from the 


| Senate proposing to regulate and reduce the price 


of the public printing, and wished to give his rea- 


sons for it. 


Mr. J.Q. ADAMS suggested to Mr. Doverass | 
so to modify his motion as to say, ‘‘ after the end | 


of the present session.” 

Mr. DOUGLASS modified his amendment ac- 
cordingly. 

And the question being taken by tellers, the 
amendment, by ayes 46, noes 70, was rejected. 


Mr. BURT indicated an amendment, (which | 


was not entertained,) that the resolution should 
take effect from the passage of the resolution. 
Mr. JOS. J. McDOWELL moved an amend- 
ment, providing that the resolution shall take effect 
from and after the first day of August. Rejected. 


Mr. McKAY offered an amendment by way of | 


proviso, that so much of the resolution as fixes the 
compensation for printing, where the number of 


copies exceeds five thousand, shall take effect, so | 


far as the Senate is concerned, from the commence- 
ment of this session, and, so far as the House is 
concerned, from the passage of the resolution. 

The amendment, by ayes 50, noes 68, was re- 
jected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved an amendment by way of 
additional proviso, that this bill shall not have a 
retrospective operation. 

The amendment, by ayes 49, noes 77, was re- 
jected. 

Mr. DOUGLASS offered the following amends 
ment; which, by ayes 29, noes not counted, wa- 
rejected. 


And the report of the Secretary of War, in relation to 
magnetic observations, and the report of Lieutenant Gillis, 


| relating to meteorological observations, ordered to be printed 


at the last session of Congress, and not yet completed, shall 
in like manner be subject to a reduction of 33} per cent. as 
aforesaid. 


Mr. COBB offered an amendment, by way of 
proviso, that this bill shall not be so construed as 


to interfere with any existing contract for printing 


already done. 


The amendment, by ayes 60, noes 79, was re- 
jected. 


The question now was on the following substi- 
i|- 


tute, offered by Mr. Hentey: 


Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the printing exe- 
cuted, or to be executed, for the present Congress, shall be 
paid for at the following rates, viz: When the number of 


copies of any bill, paper, or document, ordered by both | 


| Houses, if printed from the same forms, does not exceed fif- | 
| teen hundred, a compensation of 20 per cent. less than the | 


rates fixed and established by the joint resolution of 1819; | 


when not exceeding five thousand copies, 25 per cent. less | 


than the rates of the said joint resolution of 1819; when ex- 


ceeding five thousand and not exceeding ten thousand copies, | 


| 30 percent. less than the rates aforesaid; when not exceed- 
ing twenty thousand copies, 35 per cent.; when exceeding | 


twenty thousand copies, 40 per cent. less than the rates 
aforesaid, 


Mr. G. DAVIS offered the following amend- | 
ment to the substitute, which, by ayes 40, noes | 


not counted, was rejected: 


Mr. H. said, when the present printers were 
elected, the law fixed their compensation for print- 
ing; and he regarded their election to, and accept- 


> 


| ance of, the office of public printers as & positive 


contract with them that they should receive for 
their labor the price established by law until Con- 
cress should think proper to change it. That con- 
tract, then, applied to and controlled the price of 


| the work which they had performed under it; and 


he considered it repudiation in its most odious form 
for us now to refuse payment. But for this he 


| would be glad to vote for the resolution; and had 


it been so amended as to have given it a prospect- 
ive operation and abolished its retroactive charac- 


ter, he would have sustained and supported it 


, could not give it his sanction. 


_ done. 


cordially. Mr. H. said he regarded public as well 
as private faith as sacred; and so far as it had been 
pledged in this case, he felt bound to redeem the 
obligation. This was violating—against the will 
of one of the parties—a positiv econtract, and he 
Under these cir- 
cumstances it was difficult for him to vote on the 
resolution without placing himself in a false posi- 
tion, and giving forth a false impression as to his 
real sentiments. If he voted for it, he would seem 
to be unmindful of the public faith, solemnly plight- 
ed, which he did not feel willing to do. If he 
voted against it, he would seem to be averse toa 
proper reduction in the price of the public print- 
ing, which was far from his inclination. For, as 
before remarked, he would willingly vote for the 
resolution if made to operate upon work yet to be 
We had an undoubted right to do that. If 
we should reduce it too low, the public printers 
could resign—abandon the contract—and no one 
would be to blame. If, however, we reduced the 
price of that which had been done, they had no 
redress left them. We may not only take from 
them all of their profits upon past labor, but we 
may (if this principle be correct) take from them 
their entire compensation, and receive their labor 
and materials absolutely for nothing. 

Mr. H. said they had not the power to abandon 
the contract as far as past work is concerned. The 
contract as to that has been executed, and we now 
have the same right to make it extend back to 
another Congress as to the first of this Congress; 
nor had we the power to reinstate them and put 
them where they were before they performed any 
part of the printing. He, therefore, respectfully 


‘asked of the House to be excused from voting. 


He did not make this request with a view to prac- 
tice (as is too often the case) a fraud upon the 
House or any of its rules. He said he never had 
been guilty of such conduct, and never would be. 


| He made the motion in good faith, and after (as he 


thought he had done) giving to the House good 
reasons, he hoped to be excused. 
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The House refused to excuse him. 


Mr. McDOWELL, of Ohio, asked to be excused | 


from voting, on the ground that the resolution was 
unconstitutional. 


Mr. McD. having assigned his reasons, with- | 


drew his motion. vai ; 
And the question, “ Shall this joint resolution 
pass ?”? was then taken, and resulted as follows: 


Y¥Y EAS—Meesrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Atkinson, | 


Bell, Benton, Biggs, James Black, Blanchard, Boyd, Brink 
erhoft, Milton Brown, Buffington, William W. Campbell, 
(utheart, Joun G, Chapman, Reuben Chapman, Clarke, Col 
lin, Cranston, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Garrett Davis, 
De Mot, Dittingham, Dixon, Dobbin, Dockery, Dromgoole, 


lisworth, Erdman, J. H. Ewing, Foot, Gentry, Goodyear, | 


Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Hamlin, Hamp- 
ton, Harper, Henley, Hoge, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Hous- 


ton, &. D. Hubbard, Hudson, Hungerford, James B. Hunt, | 
Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, G. W. Jones, | 
Daniel P. King, Preston King, Leib, Lewis, Long, MeClean, | 


McClelland, MeClernand, MeCrate, McGaughey, McHenry, 
Mcllvaine, McKay, Marsh, Miller, Morris, Moseley, Owen, 


Parrish, Pendleton, Ramsey, Rathbun, Reid, Ritter, Roberts, | 


Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Runk, Sawyer, Sea- 
man, Severance, Simpson, Truman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, 


Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Thomasson, Benjamin Thomp- | 


son, James Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tilden, 


Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, Wheaton, White, Wick, Wilmot, 


Wood, Wright, Young, and Yost—109. 

NAYS—Mesers. Stephen Adams, Ashmun, Bayly, Bedin- 
ger, James A. Black, Bowlin, Brodhead, William G. Brown, 
Burt, Augustus A, Chapman, Chipman, Cobb, Cunningham, 
Douglass, Dunlap, Faran, Ficklin, Fries, Garvin, Giles, 
Haraleon, Isaac BE. Holmes, George 8. Houston, Edmund W, 
Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 
Kaufinan, La Sere, Levin, Ligon, Maclay, Joseph J. Mc- 
Dowell, James McDowell, Barkley Martin, Morse, Norris, 
Phelps, Pillsbury, Relfe, Sawtelle, Scammon, Seddon, Alex- 
ander D. Sims, Leonard H. Sims, Stanton, Strong, Tibbatts, 
‘Toombs, Tredway, Wentworth, Williams, Woodruff, Wood 
ward, and Woodworth—53. 


So the resolution was passed in the form in which 
it came from the Senate. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved a reconsideration of the 
vote. 

The question was taken, (under the operation of 
ihe previous question, ) and the vote was not recon- 
sidered. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked leave to make a 


report. 


On motion of Mr. HENLEY, the House re- | 


solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Dunuar of Maine in the 
chair.) 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the committee 
took up the following joint resolution: 


JOINT RESOLUTION directing the manner of procuring 
the printing for the two Houses of Congress. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
Seeretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives be, and they are hereby, authorized and required, 
at the beginning of the final session of every Congress, to ad- 
vertise for four weeks successively in all the newspapers pub- 
lished in the city of Washington, proposals for supplying the 
Senate and House, respectively, of the next ensuing Con- 
gress, with the necessary printing for each; which advertise- 
ment shall describe the kind of printing and the quality of 
paper required, asnear as may be, in the execution of the 
work; and said advertisement shall divide and classify the 
printing of the respective Houses as follows: One of bills 
and resolutions ; one of reports of committees ; one of jour- 
nals; one of executive documents ; and one for every other 
description of printing—each class to be a separate job, and 
to be provided for by separate contract. And the Secretary 
of the Senate, under the supervision of the Vice President 
or President of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of 
Representctives, under the supervision of the Speaker, shall, 
within six weeks from the beginning of the session, let each 
class of said printing to the lowest bidder, who shall furnish 
satisfactory evidence of his practical skill and his ability to 


do the work, and who shall offer good and sufficient security | 
for the faithful execution of the jobs and contracts undertaken | 
by him. And thereupon the Vice President or President of | 


the Senate and its Secretary, and the Speaker of the House 


and its Clerk, shall inform the respective bidders who may | 
be entitled to the respective jobs, according to the provisions | 


of this resolution, that they have the contract therefor; and 
shall also proceed to take bonds, with good and sufficient 
security, for the due and faithful performance of the work ; 
and the officers aforesaid shall immediately thereafter report 
to their respective Houses all such lettings of printing, and 
the contracts relating to the same. 

The resolution was read. 

Some conversation followed. 

The resolution was considered, and underwent 
some amendment. 

Mr. I. E. HOLMES opposed the resolution. 

Mr. CHIPMAN spoke chiefly in explanation 
of his reasons for voting against the joint resolu- 
tion reducing the rates of public printing. It was 
retrospective in its vf ape and reduced the com- 
pensation for work done under a solemn contract, 
and when the public printer had no redress. 

The committee rose for want of a quorum. 

And the House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Wennespay, July 22, 1846. 


} The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
|| port from the Secretary of the Navy, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, calling 
for the correspondence between the Navy Depart- 
ment and Captain E. A. Lavalette, while stationed 
at the navy-yard at Memphis, Tennessee, and in- 
quiring into the cause of the transfer of said officer; 
which was laid on the table. 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial from four hun- 
dred mechanics of Fishkill, Dutchess county, New 
York, employed in manufactories of iron and cot- 
ton, remonstrating against any change being made 
in the tariff of 1842; which was read, and a motion 


j 


| 
! 
| 
} 
| 


on Printing. 
[A message was received from the House of 
tepresentatives, announcing that the President of 
the United States had notified said House that he 
had signed and approved the act making appro- 
priations for the support and pay of volunteers 
and other troops engaged in the war with Mexico 
for the year ending June 30, 1847.] 
Mr. DAVIS presented a memorial from Little 
, & Brown, and other booksellers, of Boston, Mas- 
|, sachusetts, praying that the present duty on print- 


which was referred to the Committee on Printing. 
Mr. DAYTON presented a memorial from John 
Preston, a manufacturer of iron work, praying that 
raw iron may be subject to no higher rate of duty 
‘than is levied on manufactured iron work; a mo- 
tion to print which was referred to the Printing 
| Committee. 


| Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following res- 


olution; which lies over under the rule: 


| Resolved, That the President be requested to 


communicate to the Senate a copy of the instruc- 
tions transmitted to our Minister at London, Mr. 
McLane, relative to the Oregon territory, and his 
various communications to this Government on 
the same subject. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, submitted the 
following resolution; which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to report to the Senate whether a court of inquiry 
or a court-martial has been ordered, in relation to 
the recent calls for volunteers made by Major Gen- 
eral Gaines, whilstin command of the northwestern 
division of the United States army; and if so, to 
report copies of any correspondence that may have 
been had between the department and said officer 
concerning the ordering of such court. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back without amendment the 
(House) act authorizing the inhabitants of town- 
ship one, of range thirteen east, in Seneca county, 

Ohio, to relinquish certain lands selected for schools, 
and to obtain others in lieu of them. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
back without amendment the (House) act autho- 
rizing the trustees of Tymochtee township, Wyan- 
dot county, Ohio, to select lands for schools within 
the Wyandot reserve. 

Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom were referred sundry amendments by 
the House to the Senate amendments to the bill 
making appropriations for the support of the arm 

, for the year ending June 30th, 1847, reported buok 
_ said amendments, recommending that the Senate do 
disagree to the amendments by the House to the 
Senate amendments, and that the Senate do insist 
on their original amendments to the bill; which 
report was concurred in. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionar 
exten 
rants and returning surveys to the General Land 
Office,’’ without amendment, and with a recom- 
mendation that it be passed. 

Mr. HOUSTON, a the Committee on Mili 


tary Affairs, to whom was referred the communi- | 


cation of the Secretary of War relative to the sur- 
vey of the coast of Texas, submitted an elaborate 
report; which was read and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, 4,000 additional copies 
of the report were ordered to be printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported ‘a bill to provide 
for the transportation of the United States mail to 
Oregon;’’ which was read a first and second time. 


a 


to print the same was referred to the Committee 


ed books may not be changed; the motion to print 


Claims, reported back the “ act further to | 
the time for locating military land war- | 








Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com. 
mittee on Pensions, reported back, without amend 
ment, the (House) bills for the relief of Benjamiy 
Allen, and for the relief of Griffin Kelly. 7 
Mr. HAYWOOD, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported back the act t, 
amend and continue in force the act to incorpo. 
rate the citizens of Washington, without 
ment. 
| 
| 
| 
| 


GENERAL ORDERS OF THE Day, 


The (House) ‘bill in relation to the paymey; 
” Y 


amend. 


of claims,’’ was read twice and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. JARNAGIN, the Senate, as 
in committee of the whole, resumed the considera. 
tion of the (House) bill making appropriations 
for certain objects of expenditure therein speci. 
fied. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved to strike out the pro. 
viso, having reference to the expenditures incurred 
by the commissioners who had brought on to this 
city the Cumanche Indians. 

A discussion ensued, in which Messrs, JAR. 
NAGIN, EVANS, CASS, R. JOHNSON, gp. 
VIER, and HOUSTON, took part. 

The motion was then agreed to: Ayes 21, noes 
19. 

Mr. CASS moved an amendment, which was 
agreed to after some discussion. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended, and the question being on concurring 
with the committee in their amendments, : 

Mr. WESTCOTT asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. : 

The question was then taken on concurrence, 
' and decided in the negative: Yeas 21, nays 2x, 

So the amendments were not concurred in. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN then moved an amend- 
ment, providing that the bills and drafts which had 
been drawn by the commissioners and negotiated 
for the purpose of carrying out the legitimate 
objects of the appropriation, should be paid out of 
the moneys appropriated by this bill. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 
then read a third time and passed. 

The Senate considered the adverse report of the 
Committee on Pensions upon the petition of An- 
drew Park; which was concurred in. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
resolved to insist on their amendments to certain 
Senate amendments to the army appropriation bill, 
and asked a committee of conference. 


THE TARIFF. 


On motion of Mr. SPEIGHT, (the hour of one 
o’clock having arrived,) the Senate then, as in com- 
mittee of the whole, resumed the consideration of 
the special order, being the ‘‘bill to reduce the 
duties on imports, and for other purposes.”’ 

Mr. CAMERON addressed the Senate at length 
in opposition to the bill; he read his speech from a 
manuscript. It was decided in its tone against the 
new bill, the effect of which, on the revenue as 
well as the various industrial interests of the coun- 
try, he represented as most disastrous. He con- 
cluded with quoting from a speech of the Hon. G. 
| M. Dallas, in favor of the protective system, and 
intimated his belief, that, in the event of the ques- 
tion depending for its issue on the casting vote of 
the Vice President, that officer would not be recre- 
ant to the interests of his own State. 

Mr. UPHAM then expressed a desire to speak 
upon the question, and the hope that he would be 
| allowed until to-morrow morning to prepare him- 
|| self. He would move that the subject be laid over 
until to-morrow, and that the Senate proceed to the 
| consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. McDUFFIE called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, being taken, resulted— 
| yeas 30, nays 21—as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bagby Benton, Berrien, Cam 
eron, Cilley, John M. Clayton, ‘Thomas Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Hay wood, 
| Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of 
| Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Phelps, 
Rusk, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and Wood- 
bridge—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Breese, 
| Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, 
| Hannegan, Lewis, Mc Duftie, Pennybacker, Semple, Sevier, 
Speight, Turney, and Yulee—21. 





| 
| 








| So the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
| Executive business, and after some time spent 
| therein, the doors were again opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 
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1846. 


~ IOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepwnespay, July 22, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 
Mr. YOST, from the Committee on Engraving, 
ported the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and adopted: t 
Resolved, That 5,000 extra copies of the map | 
scompanying Doc. No. 211, which has been 
printed this session, be furnished for the use of | 








this House. | 


Mr. G. 8S. HOUSTON subsequently moved a | 
reconsideration of the vote, on the ground that there 
was no good reason for the printing. 

The vote was not reconsidered. ; 

Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, on leave given, of- 
fered the following resolution; which was adopted: | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 
expediency of establishing a post route from | 
Blacksville, in the county of Monongalia, Virginia, 
w Warren, in said county. 

Mr. MORSE earnestly appealed to the House 
to take up at this time a joint resolution, which (he 
said) had passed the Senate, and which, unless it | 
should become a law at this session, would render | 
the object in view entirely nugatory. 

After a brief explanation by Mr. MORSE, 

The House, according to his suggestion, too 
up the joint resolution from the Senate authorizin 


k | 
gs 
the sale of lands at Baton Rouge, in the State of 


i 
| 
| 


Louisiana; [for the purpose of erecting the neces- || 


sary Government buildings for the State of Lou- 
isiana, the seat of government having been removed 
to that place. J : ; 

The joint resolution having been read twice, was, 
on motion of Mr. MORSE, and by general con- | 
sent, read a third time and passed. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, asked leave to 
report a resolution from the Committee on Ac- 
counts on the subject of stationery; [allowing 
members a certain sum per session in lieu thereof. ] 

Objected to. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, made an ineffectual 
effort to call up a resolution heretofore introduced, 
providing for the printing of 5,000 extra copies of | 
the report on war steamers. Objected to. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


On motion of Mr. HENLEY, the House re- | 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 
state of the Union, (Mr. Duntap, of Maine, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the joint 
resolution directing the manner of procuring the 
printing for the two Houses of Congress. 

The pending question being on the following | 
amendment of Mr. Jenkins: 





“That the Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives be, and they are hereby, autho- 
rized and required, within thirty days after the adjournment 
of the present session of Congress, in like manner to adver- 
use for sealed proposals for supplying the Senate and House 
of Representatives, at the next ensuing session of Congress, 
with the necessary printing for each; and the Secretary of 
the Senate and Clerk of the House of Representatives, with- 
out the aid of the Viee President or Speaker of the House | 
of Representatives, shall, within four weeks thereafter, pro- 
ceed to Jet each class of printing in the manner specified in | 
the foregoing resolution, giving similar notice, entering into | 
contracts, and taking security as therein required; and all | 


laws inconsistent with these resolutions are hereby repeal- | 
ed.” 


Mr. G. DAVIS addressed the committee in | 





favor of the contract plan of executing the public || 


printing, and on the expediency and propriety of | 
disconnecting the public press from the patronage | 
of the Government. 

Mr. D, also made some remarks in addition to 
those heretofore submitted by him in relation to the 
political course of Mr. Bayxy, and in reply to re- | 
marks made by that gentleman. 


_ {A message was received from the Senate in- | 
forming the House that that body had disagreed | 
toamendments of the House to certain amend- 
ments of the Senate to the army appropriation bill, 
and that the Senate insisted, &c.] 

Mr. BAYLY followed in reply to Mr. Davis, | 
(expressing the pain and mortification he felt at | 
being compelled to indulge in this House in any | 
remarks about himself,) defending himself from | 
the political assaults of Mr. Davis, and explaining | 
and vindicating his own political course and con- | 


| 
Sistency, 
. having concluded, 


| 
| 
| 


Mr. 


THE CON 


ENN 


| | 





| mittee rise; which motion prevailing, the commit- 
| tee rose and reported, 

Mr. RATHBUN offered a resolution, in the 
| usual terms, providing that all debate on the said 
resolution should cease at one o’clock, p. m. 

Mr. R, demanded the previous question, which 
| was seconded. 
| And the main question on the resolution was 
ordered to be now taken. 
| Mr. BOYD, remarking that the House had now 
| little to do but to wait on the Senate, moved that 
the House adjourn. 

The motion was rejected. 


the resolution of Mr. Rarugun, and it was adopt- 
ed. 
The House then again resolved itself into Com- 


|| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


(Mr. Dunuap, of Maine, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the said resolution. 
Mr. BENTON (who reported the resolution) 
explained and enforced its provisions, and advo- 
cated on general grounds the adoption of the con- 
tract system of printing. He combated the idea 
of the creation of an qfjicer for the execution of the 
public printing as entirely unnecessary to carry 
into effect the delegated powers of Congress, and 


| limitation of offices. He argued that the printing 
would be as well done, and with far greater econ- 
|; omy. He appealed to the advocates of free trade 
| in opposition to this restriction upon printing, and 
called upon them to open fair competition in this 
business to the printers of the country. He re- 
plied to Mr. Dove ass, and yielded to him for 
explanation. 
hn conclusion, he moved certain amendments to 
the resolution, which, if adopted, would make it 
to read as follows: 


the printing for the two Houses of Congress. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 





Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives be, and they are hereby, authorized and re- 
quired, at the beginning of the final session of every Con- 


proposals for supplying the Senate and House, respectively, 
of the next ensuing Congress, with the necessary printing 
for each; which advertisement shall describe the kind of 
printing and the quality of paper required, as near as may 
be, in the execution of the work; and said advertisement 
shall divide and classify the printing of the respective Houses 
as follows: One of bills and resolutions; one of reports of 
committees ; one of journals; one of Executive documents ; 


to be a separate job, and to be provided for by separate con- 
tract. The said advertisement shall also contain a designa- 
tion of the place, in the city of Washington, where such 
sealed proposals shall be received, and the day and time of 
day at which said Secretary and Clerk will cease to receive 
any further pepe and the Secretary and Clerk afore- 
said shall provide suitable samples of the printing required, 
and of the paper on which the same is to be executed, to 
be kept at the place so designated as aforesaid, at least 
twenty days suecessively before the time of receiving pro- 
posals shall expire, open to the inspection of all persons 
desiring to make proposals for the printing aforesaid, intelli- 





Immediately on the expiration of the time for receiving said 
proposals they shall be opened by the Secretary and Clerk 
aforesaid, in the presence of the Vice President or Presi- 
dent of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and of such persons making proposals as may 
wish to be present. And the Secretary of the Senate, under 
the supervision of the Vice President or President of the 
Senate, and Clerk of the House of Representatives, under 
the supervision of the Speaker, shall thereupon let each 
class of said printing to the lowest bidder, who shall furnish 
satisfactory evidence of his practical skill and his ability to do 
the work, and who shall offer good and sufficient security for 


by him, 
the Senate and its Secretary, and the Speaker of the House 
and its Clerk, shall proceed to take bonds, with good and 
sufficient security, for the due and faithful performance of 


} 


after report to their respective Houses all such lettings of 
printing, and the contracts relating to the same. 


Mr. JENKINS thereupon withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. McKAY referred to the large reductions 
that had already been made in the rates of print- 
ing, and to the evidences of dissatisfaction still, 
and the seeming disposition on the part of gentle- 
men to go further, and resort to the contract sys- 
tem. He vindicated the present system as one 
which had stood the test of experience, and ob- 
jected to entering into another experiment of the 
other system. This (the contract system) had 





been in force prior to 1819; and he read from the. 


report of a committee of this House at that time, 


hence in conflict with the Democratic principle of | 


BE. 


'| Mr. BARKLEY MARTIN moved that the com- 


The question then recurred, and was taken, on | 


JOINT RESOLUTION directing the manner of procuring | 


United Stutes of America in Oongress assembled, That the I] 


gress, to advertise for four weeks successively, in all the | 
newepapers published in the city of Washington, for sealed | 


i] 


and one for every other description of printing; each class || 


gence whereof shall be contained in said advertisement. | 


the faithful execution of the jobs and contracts undertaken | 
And thereupon the Vice President or President of | 


the work ; and the officers aforesaid shall immediatly there- | 








| when the change was made, pointing out its de- 
fects and objections; also from the testimony of 
Mr. J. C. Rives, of the same bearing. 

He was willing to make a partial trial of it, as 
far as the various annual reports are concerned, 
which are required to be laid before Congress at 
the commencement of each session. These might 
be printed by contract, and thus be ready at the 
meeting of Congress, which would tend greatly to 
facilitate the progress of legislation. 

He mentioned among the objections to the plan 

proposed the difficulty with which (if at all) it 
| would be applicable to Executive documents in the 
Senate, treaties, &c., which were now printed un- 
der oath of secrecy by the public printer, before 
action is had upon them. For this a responsible, 
trustworthy, regular rinter was necessary. 

Mr. HENLEY a fully to the positions 
taken by Mr. Benton in support of the contract 
system. It was a measure demanded by the peo- 
ple, and Congress should adopt it with as good a 
grace as possible. It would work well, he was 
satisfied, and would greatly promote the ends of 
economy. He recurred to and defended his con- 
tract plan, and gave notice of an amendment he 
' should offer, embodying its oem 


The hour of one having arrivec 
proceeded to vote. 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
Mr. Benton, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. JENKINS offered the following as an ad- 
ditional section: 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That immediately after 
the adjournment of the present session of Congress, the 
Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of Repre 
sentatives, shall, in like manner, advertise for sealed propo- 
sals to contract tor the printing for the next session of the 
present Congress ; that the proceedings in regard to said pro- 
posals and contracts for said last-mentioned printing, shall 

| be conducted in the manner specified in the foregoing rese- 
lutions: Provided, however, That the Vice President and 
Speaker of the House of Representatives shall not be re- 
quired to take any part in said last-mentioned proceedings, 

| All laws inconsistent with these resolutions are hereby re- 
peated. 

Rejected. Ayes 63, noes 67. 

Mr. I. E. HOLMES moved that the committee 

| rise, and report the resolution, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. 

| Mr. TIBBATTS offered an amendment, which 

| was declared out of order, and which he then mod- 

| ified to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the printing done for the House of Repre- 

sentatives by the public printers, prior to the 2ist day of 

|| July, 1846, be paid for agreeably to their contract, any law 

|| or resolution to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The amendment, by ayes 43, noes 76, was re- 

jected. 

Mr. HENLEY moved iwo additional sections, 
providing for the superintendence of the penis 
after it shall have been let out, &c.; which, by ayes 
| 73, noes 46, was agreed to. 

Mr. THURMAN offered the following amend- 
ment; which was rejected: 
| Provided, Thatall contracts let under this act shall be 
taken, subject to the reservation by Congress of a right to 
repeal this act without subjecting the United States to the 
| payment of damages. 

The committee then rose and reported the joint 
resolution and amendments to the House. 

Mr. HAMLIN demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered. 

The amendments were concurred in. 

And the resolution was read a third time. 

And the question being on its passage, 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF demanded the previous 
| question, which was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered. 

Mr. DROMGOULE asked the yeas and nays 
thereon, which were ordered, and, being taken, 
resulted as follows: 

. YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Stephen 
Adains, Anderson, Arnold, Ashmun, Atkinson, Bell, Benton, 
Biggs, James Black, James A. Black, Blanchard, Brinker- 
hoff, Milton Brown, William G. Brown, William W. Camp- 
|| bell, Cathcart, Reuben Chapman, Clarke, Collin, Cranston, 
Crozier, Cullom, Culver, Cummins, Dargan, Garrett Davis, 
|| De Mott, Dixon, Dockery, Dunlap, Edsall, Elsworth, Erd- 
| man. John H. Ewing, Faran, Ficklin, Foot, Foster, Fries, 

Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grider, Grinnell, Grover, Ham- 
| lin, Hampton, Harmanson, Harper, Henley, Hoge, Elias B. 
| Holmes, George 8S. Houston, Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, 
i Hungerford, James B. Hunt, Hunter, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 

Jenkins, James H. Johnson, Andrew Johnson, George W. 
Jones, Daniel P. King, Preston King, Thomas Butler 
King, Leib, La Sere, Lewis, Long, Lumpkin, Maclay, 

McClelland, McClernand, James McDowell, McGaughey, 
| McHenry, McIlvaine, Marsh, Barkley Martin, Miller, Mor- 
| ris, Moseley, Norris, Owen, Pendleton, Phelps, Pollock, 
| Ramsey, Rathbun, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Julius Rockwell, 


les. 
, the committee 


| 
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Join A. Rockwell, Runok, Sawtelle, Sawyer, Scammon, | 
Seaman, Seddon, Severance, Alexander D. Sims, Truman | 


Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather, 
Stewart, St. John, Strohm, Strong, Thibodeaux, Thomas- 
eou, Benjamin Thompson, Thurman, Tilden, Trambo, 
Vanee, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, White, Wick, Wil- 
mot, Winthrop, Wood, Woodruff, Woodward, Wood- 
worth, Wright, Young, and Yost—134. 


NAYS —Mesers. Bedinger, Brodhead, Burt, Augustus A. | 
Chapman, Chipman, Cobb, Daniel, Dobbin, Dougtass, | 


Dromgooie, Garvin, Giles, Isaac E. Holmes, Hough, Ed 


mund W. Hubard, Kautinan, Ligon, Joseph J. McDowell, | 


McKay, Jolin P. Martin, Payne, Pillsbury, Reid, Rhett, 
Jacob Thompson, and Tibbatts—26. 


So the resolution was passed, in the following 
form, to wit: 


the printing tor the two Houses of Congress. 
Resolved by the Senute and House of Representatives of the 


United States of America in UOongress assembied, That tue | 


Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives be, and they are hereby, authorized and re- 
quired, ai toe beginning of the final session of every Con 
gress, to advertise for tour Wecks successively, in all the 
newspapers published in the city of Washington, for sealed 
proposals tor supplying the Senate and House, rer pective- 
ly, of the next ensuing Congress, With the necessary print 
ing for each; Waich advertisement shall describe Use kind 
of printing and the quality of paper required, a8 near as 
may be, in the execution of the work; and said advertise- 
racnt shalt divide and classify the printing of the respective 
Hlotises, as follows: 
reports of Committees; one of journals; one of executive 
documents; and one for every other description of print 
ing; ene class to be a separate job, and to be provided for 
by separate contract. The said advertisement shall also 
contun a desiguation of the place, in the sui city of Wash- 
ington, Where such sealed proposals shail be received, and 
tue day and time of day at which said Secretary and Clerk 
will cease to receive any further proposals; aud the Beere 
tary and Clerk aforesaid shall provide suitable samples of 
the pointing required, and the paper on Wineli the same Ls 
to bo executed, to be kept at the place so designated as 
nioresaid at least twenty days successively before the time 
ol receiving proposals shall expire, open to the inspecuon 
of all persoas desinng to make proposals for the pouting 
aforesaid, intethgence whereof shall be contained in said 
advertisement. Llonnediately on the expiration of the time 
for receiving said proposals, they shall be opened by the 
Secretary and Clers woresaid, in the presence of the Vice 
President, or President of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and of such persons making 
prop ais as tiay Wish to be present. And the Seeretary oi 
the Senate, under the supervision of the Vice President, or 
President of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House ot Rep- 
resentatives, under the supervision of the Speaker, shall 
thereupon let each class of said printing to the lowest bid 
der, Who shall furnish satisfactory evidence of his practical 
skill and his ability to do the work, and who shall offer good 
and sutiicient security for the faithful execution of the jobs 
and contracts uudertaken by him. And thereupon the Vice 
President, or President of the Senate, and its Secretary, and 
the Speaker of the House and its Clerk, shall proceed to 
take bonds, with good and suflicient security, for the due 
and faithful performance of the work ; and the officers aiore- 
suid shall immediately thereafter report to Uieir respective 
Houses all such lettings of printing, and the contracts rela- 
ling to the same: Provided, That the said proposals shall 
remain sealed until the time appointed for examining the 
sane 

Sec. 2. And le it further resolved, That a committee, 
consisting of three members of the Senate and three mem 
hers of the House of Representatives, shall be chosen by 
their respective Houses, which shall constitute a committce 
on printing, Which shall have power to adopt such measures 
as may. be deemed necessary to remedy any neglect or delay 
on the part of the contractor to execute the work ordered by 
Congress, aud to make a pro rata reduction in the compensa- 
tiow allowed, or to refuse the work altogether, should it be 
wiferior to the standard, and in all eases the contracter and 
his securities shall be responsible for any increased expon- 
diture consequent upon the non performance of the contract, 
The committee shall audit and pass upon all accounts for 
printing; but no bill shall be acted upoa for work that is not 
actually exceuted and delivered, and which they may require 
to be properly authenticated, 

See. Ut. and be it further resolved, That all motions to 
print extra numbers of any bill, paper, or document, in either 
House, shall be referred to the members of the joint comimit- 
tee of that House, who shall report upon the propriety of 
printing, and the probable expeuse thereof, as early us con- 
venient. And all expenses for printing shall be paid from 
the contingent fund of the two Houses, in proportion to the 


number of copies ordered by each, except the expense of 


composition, which shall be paid by the House which shail 
have first ordered the printing of the paper or document; 
and if there shall be a second composition, it shall be paid 
tor by the House which shall authorize and direct the same ; 
and when extra copies of any document or paper shail be 
ordered by both Houses, they shall be delivered to the two 
Houses simultaneously,in proportion to the number of copies 
by them respectively ordered. 

Sec. 4. dnd be it further resolved, That all laws and parts 
of laws new in force, not in conformity with the provisions 
of this joint resolution, be, and the same are hereby, repealcd. 


Mr. BENTON moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, 

The question was taken, (under the operation 
of the previous question,) and the vote was not 
tedeaianunk. 

The House took up the bill making oo 
tions for various minor objects which had been 
returned from the Senate with an amendment, and 
concurred in the said amendment. 


One of bills and resolutions; one of | 











A message was received from the Senate, dis- | any such an increase in the public ¢ 
| agreeing to the amendment of the House to one of 
its amendments to the bill making appropriations | 


for the military service for the year ending 30th of || and this was no time to propose unneces 


June, 1847, by which no officer, unless in actual 
service, can be allowed forage for a greater number 


of horses than is fixed in the proviso to the army | 
| appropriation bill for the last year; as also insist- | 

ing on their several amendments to the said bill, || 
/which have been disagreed to by this House. 


These amendments were, first, a provision for the 
purchase of additional land for the use of the na- 


| Uonal armory at Springfield; and, second, to strike 


JOINT RESOLUTION directing the manner of procuring || out from the bill its fourth section, which reduces 


the travelling allowance of officers of the army and 
navy from ten cents to six cents per mile. 


Mr. ASHMUN moved that this House recede || 
from its amendment, as also to recede from its dis- | 


agreement to the two amendments of the Senate 
above mentioned. 

Mr. WINTHROP and Mr. ASHMUWN ex- 
plained the facts connected with the purchase of 
land for Springfield armory. 

After which the question was put, and the House 
refused to recede from its amendinent, or from its 
disagreement to the amendments aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. McK AY, a conference was 


asked of the Senate on the disagreeing votes of the | 


two Houses on said amendments, and Messrs. 
McKAY, BLACK of South Carolina, and ASH- 
MUN, were appointed managers at the conference 
on the part of the House. 


DUTIES OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the 
| Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. Dromeoo se, | 


of Virginia, in the chair. 
After a struggle for bills, 


‘The committee, on motion of Mr. RATHBUN, 


took up the following: 


A BILL relative to, and increasing the duties of, the Attor- 
ney General. ‘ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
tne Attorney General of the United States for the time being 
shall, in addition to the duties now imposed on him by law, 
perform such other duties as shall be enjoined on him by 
the President, relative to all matters of a legal character in 


| which the United States may or shall be interested, and the 
A > 


issuing Of conimissions to the justices and judges of the 
courts of the United States, district attorneys, marshals, and 


other officers connected with the judicial establishment the | 
appointment of whom is or may be vested in the Presi- | 


dent. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 


of the Solicitor ot the Treasury to act in subordination to | 
the Attorney General in all matters and proceedings apper- || 
taining to suits In Which the United States is a party or in- | 


terested, and in establishing rules and regulations for the 


observance of district attorneys, marshals, and clerks of the | 
circuit and district courts of the United States respecting || 


such suits. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passing of this act, ali the powers and duties now au- 
thorized and required by law to be exercised and performed 
by the Secretary of State, touching and respecting the Patent 
Office and the business thereof, shall be exercised and per- 
formed by the Attorney General. 

See. 4. And be it further enucted, That the Attorney Gen- 
eral shall have a seal of office, to be made with such de- 


| viee as the President shall approve, and all records and 


papers in his office authenticated under such seal shall be 
evidence equally as the original record or paper. 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, Tivat there shall be in 
the office of the Attorney General a chief clerk, in addition 
to the clerk now authorized by law to the Attorney General ; 
and the said chief clerk shall be appointed by the Attorney 
General, and be employed as he shall deem proper; and in 
case of vacancy in the office of Attorney General, shall 
have charge of all the records, books, and papers apper- 
taining to the said otlice; and the said chief clerk shall re- 
ceive compensation at the rate of two thousand dollars per 
annum. 

Sec. 6. nd be it further enacted, That the Attorney Gen- 
eral shall be allowed an annual salary of six thousand dol- 


lars, and be authorized to appoint a messenger with a salaly |! 


of five hundred dollars. 


Mr. GARRETT DAVIS moved to lay aside the 
bill for the purpose of taking up the Peruvian 
indemnity bill. No question was put, and the 
committee continued on with the bill. 

It was then taken up by sections. 


And Mr. BRINKERHOFF moved an amend- |) 


ment to the Sth section, going to make certain ad- || 


ditions to the compensation of the District Attorney 
of Ohio. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled it out of order. 

The sixth section of the bill having been read— 

Mr. GORDON moved to strike it out. He ob- 
served that this was a bill which proposed to add 
$1,500 to the present salary of the Attorney Gen- 


| he did not think that the Government would 


|| At present this officer enjoyed a large prac 
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xpenditure. 


; : derive 
any essential benefit from the proposed ¢} ay 


lange: 
. : Sary ex- 
|| penditures; the nation was at war, and we needed 

all our resources. He should Oppose the bill jy, 


every form. 

Mr. VINTON moved an amendment to the | 
requiring the Attorney General, in case the 
| posed addition should be made to his allow 
| to devote his whole time to the duties of his 


ni 
pro- 
ance 8, 
Office, 
tice in 
C " y occupy much 
of his attention. He was now a Cabinet office, 
though formerly this had not been the case. As 
he was to be placed on an equal footing jn all 
respects with the heads of the departments Mr 
V. thought he ought to be restricted to the official 


| the courts, which must of necessit 


'| duties or his place as the law officer of the Gov. 


ernment. 
Mr. THURMAN said that the provisions of 
this bill would nearly double the present duties of 
the Attorney General; notwithstanding which 
Mr. T. should vote against the proposed aurmey). 
ation of his salary. He hoped, however, that s, 
_much of this section as went to allow him a mes. 
| senger would be allowed to remain. The whole 
amount of duties now performed by the Secretary 
of State in deciding controversies respecting pateit 
rights and caveats would by this bill be transfer. 
red to the Attorney General, and also all those 
duties which related to justices of the peace; jt 
was certainly proper that he should be allowed q 
messenger. 

Mr. DOUGLASS would add a word as to the 
| proposed increase of duty which was to be im- 
pao upon the Attorney General by this bill, 

he gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Tuurmay] had 
| very truly stated a part of that additional duty, 


| but he had overlooked one important increase of 


| labor. As the law now stood, the Solicitor Gen- 

eral had control of all suits instituted by the Uni- 

ted States Government in all the States: he pre- 

pared the instructions under which all the district 

attorneys acted in prosecuting those suits; whil; 

he was himself subject to the Treasury Depart- 
/ment and responsible to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury, and not to the Attorney General. Hence it 
happened that the record was made up by ove 

officer and the action tried by another, whence it 

often happened that the Government was cast in 
its prosecutions. By the present bill a change was 
to be made in this anomalous state of things: the 
Solicitor General was to be placed, not under the 
Secretary of the Treasury, but under the Attorney 
General. This officer would, therefore, be charged 
| with the duty of revising the instructions forward- 
| ed by the Solicitor to the several district attorneys 
in all suits conducted in the courts below. The 
| responsibility would all ultimately devolve, as it 
ought to do, on the Attorney General, as the head 
of the law department of the Government. This 
_ increase of responsible duties, in addition to those 
| which had been already mentioned, would fully 
| justify the proposed increase of salary and allow- 
| ances. 

| Mr. HAMLIN said that, whenever it was pro- 
| posed to raise the salary of an officer of the Gov- 
| ernment at Washington, there were always mem- 
| bers of Congress in abundance ready to vote fort. 
The increase of salaries was a popular thing, and 
| it would always find advocates on that floor. Gen- 


| Uemen seemed to take delight in doing things ona 
magnificent scale. But Mr. H. was opposed to 
the whole policy. Granting the representation of 
the gentleman from Lilinois to be correct, and ad- 
_mitting that the present duties of the Attorney 
General would be doubled by this bill, when they 
were doubled they would still not amount to much. 
| They were very far from being arduous. They 
|| were, it was true, of a nature highly responsible; 
| but the discharge of them was far from being bur- 
| densome. It was said that certain duties now 
| performed by the Commissioner of Patents were 
| to be transferred to him. Yes, and the transfer 
| was a mere humbug, only intended to justify and 
cover this large increase of salary. ho com- 
plained of the Commissioner of Patents? Who 
charged him with any remissness in the discharge 
of his duties? 

Mr. RATHBUN said the gentleman was under 
a misapprehension. The bill did not transfer to 


/eral. He now received $4,500; the bill would |} the Attorney General any of the present duties of 
give him $6,000. Mr. G. could see no need of || the Commissioner of Patents, but certain duties in 
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——— mre ° 
relation to disputed patents now devolving on the | 
retar of State. d 
Mr. HAMLIN admitted that he had then been | 
mistaken as to that; but it made no difference: he | 
stuck to his position, The Attorney General, 
when he accepted of his appointment, took it sub- | 
ject to all the duties which it might please Congress | 
to attach to the office; and he was bound to dis- || 
charge them without any increase of salary. If | 
Congress choose to take away certain duties from | 
the Secretary of State and transfer them to the | 
Attorney General, and on that account gave the | 
jatter an increase of salary, it was no more than | 
fair that a proportional reduction should be made | 
in the allowance of the Secretary of State. Mr. 
} 
| 
| 
| 


H. knew that this bill was destined to pass, but it 
never should pass by his vote. ‘This whole parade || 
of duties added was merely a pretext for raising 

the salary of this Cabinet officer. When Congress 

called on the Secretary of the Treasury for labo- | 
rious estimates and other statements, beyond the | 
current duties of his department, nobody thought | 
of making him any extra allowance for the labor. | 
It was held to pertain to his office as one of the | 
heads of department. There was a very good | 
reason why the Attorney General, though he was | 
| 
| 





a Cabinet officer, should receive a lower salary 

than the other members of the Cabinet: he enjoyed | 
ay extensive and very lucrative practice in his | 
private and personal character as an eminent mem- | 
ber of the bar. Mr. H. saw no reason for the | 
adoption of the amendment proposed by the gen- | 
tleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] in restricting || 
him from the exercise of his talents in the courts | 
asalawyer. Let him retain his practice, and all | 
he could earn by it; but do not add to his official | 
allowance, which was already sufficiently great. | 
Gentlemen here talked very loudly about economy | 
and reform; he should like to see their practice | 
conform a little better to their preaching. 

Mr. RATHBUN said that he should not advo- | 
cate the passage of this bill, unless he believed it || 
right in principle. The duties pee to the | 
otiice of Attorney General were clearly defined by | 
law; and, because they were not so arduous as 
those pertaining to the heads of Departments, his 
salary had been fixed at only $4,500, while theirs 
was $6,000. But the duties of the Secretary of | 
State had been increased from time to time, till he | 
was likely to be completely swamped. The prop- | 
osition in this bill was to transfer a part of his 
burdens to the shoulders of the Attorney General, 
particularly those in relation to patent rights for 
inventions. He was now charged, in part, with 
the adjudication of appeals on patent rights and | 
caveats. Disputes were frequent on these rights, | 
and the cases were argued before a board, of which | 
the Secretary of State was one. This duty was | 
proposed to be imposed on the Attorney General. | 
Then, he was further to be charged with the super- | 
intendence and preparation of all suits in the dis- 
trict courts when the United States was a party. 
He was the legal head of the Government, and, as 
such, was responsible. At present, the Solicitor 
of the Treasury was the next law officer under him, 
but not responsible to him; and he acted on the in- 
struction of the district attorneys, without the knowl- 
edge or advice of the Attorney General, though he 
had ultimately to bear the responsibility. This bill | 
would make the Solicitor of the Treasury respon- | 
sible, where he ought to be; not to the head of the 
Treasury Department, but to the legal head of the 
Government. Besides this, the bill laid upon the | 
Attorney General the performance of all duties of | 
a legal nature with which he might at any time be | 
charged by the President of the United States. 
This would get rid, at once, of all attempts (so fre- 
quently troubling that House) to get allowances 
lor extra services. 

Mr. McCLELLAND inquired whether it was 
hot the practice now for the district attorneys to | 
consult the Attorney General in difficult cases, and | 
apy to him for advice and direction ? 
_Mr. RATHBUN replied that it was. As an | 
illustration of the benefit of getting rid of claims | 
for extra services, Mr. R. referred to the Attorney | 
General’s being charged with the settlement of the | 
Peruvian indemnities, for which it was proposed 
to allow him, as for an extra duty, $2,000; but if | 
this bill passed, he would not get a dollar for it. 

Then he was to have the power and duty of | 
authenticating papers—a duty not now discharged | 
byhim. For this addition of duties, it was clearly 
Just and proper that additional salary should be 
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allowed. The additional duties would have to be 
transferred to him because the public service re- 
quired it; whether the House would increase his 
aaneneeien was a question for the House to con- 
sider. 

Mr. BOWLIN said that he considered the salary 
now enjoyed by the United States Attorney Gen- 
eral as the best salary under the Government. He 
received his $4,500, with liberty to practise as ex- 
tensively as he pleased in the courts; and his prac- 
tice alone was probably worth more than $6,000, 
which was paid to the other Cabinet otticers. 
Certainly, his salary and his practice together were | 


| worth much more than that. There was, then, a 


very good reason for the existing difference in 
their allowances. The mere endorsement of a 
lawyer by appointing him Attorney General was 
of itself invaluable as a means of obtaining him 


| profitable practice; it was more to him than a 


thousand other certifications. As to this bill, he 
held it to be a mere scheme to cover an increase 
of salary—as perfect a humbug as he had ever 
witnessed. ‘This officer, with very light duties to 
perform, now received $4,500; more, by 35 per 
cent., than the salaries of the whole supreme || 
bench in Missouri; more than all the supreme court || 
judges received in Ohio, though they were called to 
administer justice as the highest State tribunal to 
more than two millions of people. Mr. B. would 
never give his vote to give him still more. What 
did all these extra duties in this bill, about which || 
such a parade was made, amount to? Nothing. 
When they came to be examined, they would be | 
found to be in fact nothing. In the first place, this | 
officer was required to perform all such duties, in | 
relation to legal matters, as might at any time be 
required of him by the President of the United 


| States. Well, and was not he required to do all this 


now? Here was no new duty required of him. 
But, then, he was to issue the commissions of a 
few justices of the peace, a duty that would not 
occupy two hours ina whole year. Well, what 
next?) Why the second section of the bill provi- 
ded that the Solicitor General should in future be 
placed under the Attorney General, instead of | 
being, as heretofore, subject to the Secretary of 
the Treasury. Suppose he was: what additional 
duty would this impose on the Attorney General ? 
The Solicitor would go on to prepare his instruc- 
tions to the district attorneys, as he had done 
heretofore; and the whole routine would continue || 
without any material change. So that was no || 
ground for raising salary. The third section | 
transferred to him the duties now performed by 
the Secretary of State in relation to patents. Mr. 
B. understood the Commissioner of Patents to be | 
in the place of a bureau attached to the office of 
the Secretary of State. 

Mr. THURMAN here interposed, to say that | 

all patents issued to inventors were signed by the 
Secretary of State; and then, in all cases of sus- |! 
pended patents and caveats, where there were dis- || 
mutes between different claimants, the question || 
had to be decided by a board, composed of the || 
Secretary of State, the Commissioner of Patents, || 
and the District Judge of the District of Columbia. 
Mr. T. was going on, but— 

Mr. BOWLIN claimed the floor. He admitted 
all that; but what did it amount to? The signing 
of patents—a heavy duty, indeed! Gentlemen 
seemed to be forced to resort to mere trifles to swell 
out this increase of duties. He did not know the 
amount of fees the attorney g 
but he took it for granted they were large. And 
as to the attendance on the patent board, Mr. B. 
did not suppose it occupied more than one day in 
a month; and then here was an item of $2,000 a | 
year for a clerk, besides the allowance of a mes- 
senger. ‘Taking it altogether, the bill proposed an 
addition to the present office of the Attorriey Gen- 
eral of not less than $4,500. 


The Attorney General of Missouri got but $500. || 


Mr. B. denounced this allowance of salaries by the | 
General Government so far beyond those pai 
similar duties in the States. Its tendency was to | 


*.¢ j 
draw away that love of the citizens from the State to | 


the General Government. But the gentleman from || MONTOC «+++ +r seecceesecceecceecsreces 


Ohio [Mr. Vinton] proposed to add a proviso to | 
the bill prohibiting the Attorney General from pur- | 


suing any other occupation than the performance | 
of the duties of his office. 
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Mr. RATHBUN inquired whether the Attorne 
General of Missouri got fees in addition to his sal- 
a * of $500? 

Mr. BOWLIN replied in the affirmative. Mr. 
B. saw no reason for thus restricting the Attorney 
General from private practice; nothing would so 
greatly improve him as a law officer. It was the 
interest of the public service that he should be kept 
in active practice; and that was what the duties of 
his office never would do. 

On the whole, it seemed that these additional 
duties, for which he was to get some $4,500 more 
than at present, amounted to little or nothing. He 
hoped the bill would not pass. 

Ir. JONES, of Tennessee, obtained the floor, 
but yielded it for a motion that the committee rise. 

The motion was made by Mr. McDOWELL, of 
Ohio, and prevailed; and thereupon the committee 
rose and reported. 

After the committee had risen— 

Mr. DOUGLASS moved a resolution to close 
debate on the bill in one hour after the same shall 
be taken up to-morrow. 

Pending the question on this resolution, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, July 23, 1846. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that said House had 
passed a joint resolution regulating the manner of 
procuring the printing of the two Elouses of Con- 
eress. 

ARMY APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. LEWIS moved that a committee of confer- 
ence on the partof the Senate be appointed by the 
Chair, to confer with a like committee on the part 


| of the House of Representatives, in relation to the 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses of Congress, 
on certain amendments to the army appropriation 
bill; which motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT appointed Messrs. Benton, 
Evans, and Lewis, as said committee on the part 
of the Senate. 

Subsequently, Mr. Lewis, on his own motion, 


| was excused from serving on the committee, and 


Mr. Sempve was appointed to the vacancy. 
PETITIONS—THE TARIFF. 
Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial from 


proprietors and workers of coal mines in Carbon 


_county, Pennsylvania, praying that the duty on 


coal may not be reduced. 

Mr. C, also presented petitions from the free- 
holders and inhabitants of Carbon and Luzerne 
counties, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
passage of the bill reducing the duties on imports, 
and for other purposes. 

Mr. C. further presented a memorial of coal 
merchants of Philadelphia, praying that the duty 
on foreign coal may not be reduced. 

Mr. C. also presented a memorial from ship- 
pers and inspectors of Philadelphia, remonstrating 


| against any change in the present mode of collect- 
| ing the duties on imports. 


Mr. C. still further presented the proceedings of 


a meeting of the citizens of Norristown, Pennsyl- 
vania, protesting against any modification of the 


tariff of 1842; which was read. 
In presenting the above document, Mr. C. said, 


ot for his attestations, || these petitions were all from persons actually en- 
'| gaged in the business, and they fear the entire de- 


| struction of their business. In proof of what he 
| had said the other day, that these petitions were 
| from Democrats, he stated that every county from 
| which they had come had given a Democratic ma- 
| jority in 1844. To prove this further, he gave in 
| detail the Democratic majorities of the coal and 
| iron counties of Pennsylvania: 

Serks county gave Mr. Polk a majority of 4,678 
728 


| Centre ...ceccccsccccccccccccccecccsecs 


for || Columbia. ...ccsccceeccccscccecsccceees 1,629 


i 


CRs chan fF uke: Adah caed kamen eaeiL ee 
| Lycoming. .cssccccsecccoccccsscccssece 617 
1,394 
TR GeM DORIAN «. cin.6:0.60.40.00.0 0.40 0h an aan Le 


Northampton ...eccscccrecceseccceceses 1,089 





What, then, would he | 
have todo? Very littl. Mr. B. did not doubt | 
that he received more in fees than the amount of | 
his salary. 





PEN ora nict dtidik nedeced 4e4e0,4 abn nid ae ee 
Schuylkill... cccccccocccccccccsccccvers 847 
Venango ..cccccacccccccccccesesceseces 922 

14,665 
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The whole Democratic majority of the State of | compared them to the slave labor of the South, as 
Pennsylvania was something over 5,000; and it || he did when he said that ‘ laborers were the same | 
will be seen, therefore, that these counties sustain | 


the Democracy of the State. 
town was not in the coal or iron region. It was a 
manufacturing town, and owed much of its pros- 
perity to the large cotton manufactories which had 
sprung up under our tariff laws, and which gave 


to ite neaghborhood a market for its agricultural | 


products ~ In 1840 its population was about 2,500; 
it now contains over 5,000. Montgomery county 
gives a large and decided Democratic majority. 


The town of Norris- |; 


| 


Mr. SEVIER then said that he regretted to find | 
the Senator from Pennsylvania engaged in * panic- 


making;” but to do the Senator justice, he (Mr. 
S.) was bound to admit that he did it with a pleas- 
ant smile, as though it was all a first-rate joke. 
A good deal had been said about coincidences; 
and this certainly was something like a coincidence 
in what was going on there. On the meeting of 
the Senate every day, first they had prayers by 
the chaplain, then the reading of the Journal, and 
next an hour and a half consumed in the recital 
of a sort of funeral dirge from the pensioners of 
Pennsylvania. He had sat quietly and patiently 
whilst all that was going on, because the Senator 
himself appeared to think the whole thing a good 
joke. Was there an intelligent man in Pennsyl- 
vania who at the last Presidential election did not 
know perfectly well what were the opinions of Mr 
Polk in regard to the tariff? Was there a single 
individual who did not then know that Mr. Polk 
was a free-trade man? 

Mr. ARCHER. ‘They thought him a 
tariff man than Mr. Clay, that is all. 

Mr. SEVIER proceeded. No State had been 
more thorourh-voing than Pennsylvania in her 
opposition to chartered privileges, “yet they were 
now told that unless this hich protective act of 
1842 remained, they would be entirely ruined. 
Did Pennsylvania expect the States to pay her 
debts? No. That was not in accordance with 
their good old Democratic principle. He had 
heard it said that under the operations of the act 
of 1842 a journeyman blacksmith in Pennsylvania 
had become a great manufacturer, and had now 
nine bundred laborers in his employment. How 
many would he have if left to go on at that rate 
for two or three years longer? Why, he would 
very soon have every man in the State under his 
control. Pennsylvania had made no complaints 
heretofore. He believed she never had been, and 
never would be otherwise than Democratic. He 
had only a word to add. He thought that the 
gentlemen on the other side had had ample oppor- 
tunities afforded them for the discussion of this 
question without interfering with the time devoted 
to the transaction of the morning business. They 
had the debate all to themselves; his friends had 
not as yet allowed themselves to be coaxed into it, 
but had received the fire of their adversaries with- 
out resistance. He hoped, therefore, that the 
morning hour would not be thus encroached upon. 
He hoped these petitions would be hereafter laid 


better 


on the table, or referred without any debate or | 


long speeches. 

Mr. BAGBY objected to the occupying of the 
morning hour in this way. He would insist on a 
strict observance of the rules of order. 

Mr. CAMERON said that he always smiled 
when his friend, the Senator from Arkansas, ad- 
dressed the Senate on this subject. His wit was 
so irresistible that it excited his risible faculties no 
matter how solemn the mood in which it found 
him. But he could not permit his friend to charge 
his State, or her citizens, with being dependants or 
ensioners on the Government. They were not 
like Arkansas, or other States that he could name, 
that were constantly appealing to Congress for aid 
from the public treasury, for whose benefit some 
twenty bills were now on our files, asking for aid; 
and for whose benefit we had been called upon 
only yesterday for some $50,000, without even a 
voucher, except the assertion that the money had 
been drawn for and expended. ‘The Senator from 
Arkansas, he said, also did him injustice in quo- 
ting his remarks of yesterday. He did not then 
say that a single person in Pennsylvania controlled 
nine hundred workmen. The workmen of that 
State were not controlled by their employers; they 
were freemen, and they could stand erect before 
their God, without bemg controlled by any one. 
The Senator from Arkansas had in this much mis- 


everywhere.’’ The laborers of Pennsylvania were 
white men; they were freemen; they were intelli- 
gent men; and they asked no favors from the Gov- 
ernment but to be let alone in the enjoyment of 
their labor. Tlie Senator from Arkansas had char- 
ged him (Mr. C, said) with acting on this question 
with the Whig Senator from Massachusetts. He 
admitted that on this question they were together, 
but he would remind that honorable Senator of 
what seemed to have escaped his memory—that he 


and the honorable Senator from Massachusetts had || 


stood shoulder to shoulder on a question which 
was, perhaps, of still greater magnitude than this 
one; which dismembered the nation; which took 
from this country and gave to the British nation 
several degrees of latitude in the Oregon country. 
He wished his friend to reconcile that coalition 
before he charged other Senators with acting in 
the company of Whigs. He (Mr. C. said) was 
acting with the Democracy of his own State; and 
he desired to learn no new democracy from gen- 
tlemen who compared his laboring fellow-citizens 
with the negro laborers of the South. 

Mr. ATHERTON then stated that the commit- 
tee had reported against the printing, on the ground 
of its being unusual to print such documents—that 
it would be expensive—that lengthy documents 
would be sent to the Senate, and their printing de- 
manded while their contents were only a repe- 
tition of the arguments of Senators; sialaleo that 
some of the gentlemen by whom the petitions were 
presented had stated to the committee that they 
had no special desire to have them printed. 

Mr. MeDU FFIE asked the yeas and nays on 
the question, and, being seconded, they were or- 
dered. 


The motion of McDurrise was then decided as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, 
Bagby, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Dickin- 
son, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, McDutiie, 
Pennybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Turney, 
Westcott, and Yulee—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, 
Cilley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Haywood, Hunt- 
ington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Mary- 
land, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Simmons, Stur- 
geon, Upham, and Woodbridge—25. 


The memorial was then referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Printing. 
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Resolved further, That the Secretary of the Nay 
be instructed to communicate to the Senate the 
names of ‘*the engineers of the United Sta, 
navy,”’ together with the date of their ap 
ment, and the rank and annual pay of each: 
to furnish the evidence of the qualifications of 
for the performance of their several duties. 
Resolved further, 'That the Secretary of the Navy 
be instructed to inform the Senate whether any 
member or members of the engineer corps attache 
to the navy, appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, has by 
reduced in rank or pay, or dismissed from the 


ales 
point- 
also, 


each 


Ser- 


| vice, except for crime, without trial by court may. 


| tial; and if so, under what law, and by what author- 
| ity, and for what cause, the reduction in rank o, 


officer under the laws of the United States, ) 


pay, or dismissal, has taken place; and whethe; 


any person, and if any, who, not known as ay 


as 


presided as an examiner or judge at any tribunal 
where the qualifications of officers appointed by the 
President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, have been inquired into, together wit) 
the names and authority of such person or persons, 
and under what law, authority, or regulation any 
examination or trial has been held by such person 
or persons, and whether such trial or examination 
was public, or private, and under injunctions of 
secrecy. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on Pep. 


sions, reported back, without amendment, the 
House bills for the relief of Mary Campbell, widow 
of John Campbell, of Leah Gray, Daniel H. War- 


| ren, and Peter Rife. 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 


| Lands, reported back, without amendment, the 


House bill for the relief of John Milsted, of Es- 
cambia county, Florida. 

Mr. J. M. CLAYTON, from the Committee of 
Claims, reported without amendment the House 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Fulton. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported in favor of printing the report 
of the Secretary of War, showing the aggregate 
amount of appropriation made by Congress for 


| the removal of obstructions to the navigation of 
| harbors and rivers of the United States. 


Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolution; | 


which lies over: 

Resolved, That the 24th rule of the Senate shall 
not be so construed as to authorize any debate or 
discussion upon a motion to print any memorial or 
petition presented to the Senate, nor shall any ex- 
planation of any memorial or petition be made ex- 
cept by the Senator introducing it. 


Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following re- 
solution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library 
be requested to examine into the causes of com- 
plaint which exist concerning the delay in the dis- 


tribution of Fremont’s Report, and whether any | 


officer or person in the employ of the Senate has 
disposed of or withheld documents printed by or- 


der of the Senate, in a manner contrary to the rules | 


of the Senate. 


Mr. LEWIS submitted the following resolution; | 


which lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be in- 
structed to inform the Senate by what authority of 
law the office of ** principal steam engineer’’ in 
the navy has been coented or continued from year 
to year; what services have been performed by 


| that officer which do not appropriately belong to 


the duties of engineer-in-chief, or of some other 


officer in the engineer department; what are the 


appropriate duties of the engineer-in-chief of the 
navy, with a detailed statement of the services in 
which he has been engaged since the present in- 
cumbent came into office, including a statement of 
such plans and estimates, and drawings of en- 


gines, as he has at any time made or furnished for | 
fitting out any new steam vessel belonging to the | 


Government, or altering or repairing any which 
has already been in service. And that he further 
report the compensation, if any, which the ‘* prin- 


cipal steam engineer”’ and the * engineer-in-chief” | 


have received from the Government, for services 
of any and every kind whatever, over and above 


taken the character of these petitioners, when he ‘' the salaries which have been allowed them by law. 


' 


| 


| 
| 


| 


Mr. A. also, from the same committee, reported 
adverse to the motion to print various memorials 
in relation to the tariff, referred to said commit- 
tee. 

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the 
relief of Henry R. Schoolcraft; which was read, 
and passed to the second reading. 


GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


The Senate considered the report of the Com- 
mittee on Printing, recommending the printing of 
the report from the Secretary of War in relation 
to the aggregate amount of appropriations made 
by Congress for the improvement of rivers and 
harbors of the United States; which was concur- 
red in. 

The Senate considered the adverse report of the 
printing committee, upon the motions to print sun- 
dry memorials in relation to the subject of the 
tariff. 

The question being upon concurring with the 
report of the committee, 

ir. J. M. CLAYTON demanded the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered. 

Jr. HAYWOOD then said, the bill from the 
other House, on which these memorials are ground- 
ed, was sent to the Senate; and the Senate—I do 


not complain of it—refused to refer the bill. If 
the bill had been referred, the memorials would 


I 





i} 
j 


\ 


have followed it, and I should have voted against 


| the printing as unnecessary. But the Senate re- 


tained the bill in their own hands, for their own 
deliberation and examination; and there is no other 
way in which these petitions can be heard, that I 
know of, except that oa be printed, and therefore 
I vote for the printing. I am for no false collateral 
issues on the great question. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on the ques- 
tion of concurring with the report of the committee, 


' and resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bag- 
by, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, 
Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, McDuffie, Pen- 
nybacker, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Turney, Westcott, 
and Yulee —25. 
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NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cameron, Cil- 
‘Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, 
ton, Evans, Greene, Haywood, Huntington, Jar- 

vin, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Maryland, Man- 
4 ‘Miller, Morebead, Pearce, Simmons, Sturgeon, and 


Woodbridge—25. 

The President voted in the negative, the report 
ot concurred in, and the documents were or- || 
dered to be printed. ; 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate calling 
for a list of manufactured articles upon which age 
four millions of dollars are annually paid to the 
rotected classes by enhancing the price of the do- | 
mestic articles; which was read, and ordered to be 
printed. 





ley; 
pavis, Day 


was 


NAVY PENSIONS. 


Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back the * bill making appropriations for || 
the payment of naval pensions for the year ending 
June 30, 1847,” without amendment, and moved 
that the Senate proceed immediately to its consid- 
eration; Which motion was agreed to. 

The bill was therefore considered as in commit- 
tee of the whole, when 

Mr. FAIRFIELD moved the following amend- | 
ment, viz: ** Add to the end of the bill the clause, | 
‘for the payment of invalid pensions which prior | 
‘to 1844 was paid from the privateer pension funds, 
+ ¢3,000.”” 

Mr. PEARCE opposed the amendment. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD replied. 

Mr. JARNAGIN moved an amendment to the 
amendment, by inserting after the word ** invalid”’ 
the words ** and widows.”’ 

Mr. DAYTON submitted a few remarks in sup- 
port of the amendment. Seamen had entered the 
service under the express contract with the United 
States, that if they were killed or disabled, their 
families should be provided for; and it was equita- | 
ble and just that this contract be fulfilled to the 
letter. 

Mr. JARNAGIN spoke in favor of his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. EVANS thought it impolitic to press the || 
amendments at this lateday. ‘The bill had been 
fully discussed in the other House, and he feared 
that if the bill was sent back, it might not become 
a law at all. 

The question was then taken on the amendment | 
to the amendment; which was rejected. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
submitted by the Senator from Maine; which was 
agreed to on a division—yeas 19, nays 14. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate as 
amended. 

The question being on concurring in the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. SPEIGHT submitted a few remarks in 
opposition thereto, and demanded the yeas and 
nays upon the concurrence, which were ordered; 
and, being taken, resulted, yeas 26, nays 17, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Berrien, Breese, 
‘right, Cameron, Cass, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Crittenden, 
Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, Fairfield, Greene, Huntington, | 
Johnson of Maryland, Miller, Niles, Phelps, Semple, Sim- 
Hous, Upham, Westcott, and Woodbridge—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Calhoun, Tho- 
tas Clayton, Corwin, Evans, Haywood, Houston, Jarnagin, 
Johnson of Louisiana, Lewis, Pearce, Pennybacker, Rusk, 
Sturgeon, and Turney—17. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, 
read a third time, and passed. 


The (House) joint resolution regulating the 
manner of procuring the printing of Congress was 
read twice and referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

Mr. LEWIS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill with amendments. 

Mr. CILLEY presented a resolution from the 
Legislature of the State of New Hampshire, in 
favor of a wise and equitable protection of the 
great industrial pursuits of the people. 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate a com- | 
Munication from P. M. Butler, the commissioner | 
appointed to negotiate a treaty with the Cumanche 
and other wild Indians of the 
a committee may be sopaleeeh 


for ° gai 
ae and papers; said c 
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rairies, desiring that |. 
with power to send | 
ommittee to examine i 
is accounts as such commissioner. Mr. B. |, 
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states that he is able to account for every dollar | 


THE 





THE TARIFF. 


The Senate resumed-the consideration of the 


| * bill to reduce the duties on imports, and for other 
| purposes.” 


Mr. UPHAM addressed the Senate in opposi- 
tion to the bill. He opposed it because it would 


_ work an entire revolution in the revenue system, 


and would be destructive of our long-tried and suc- 
cessful policy. Every one was satisfied with the 
working of the present system, which had given 
life to business and energy to industry. He went 


|| into a review of the value of our agricultural pro- 
‘ducts, and the necessity which existed for giving 


them adequate protection. The State which he 
represented produced great numbers of sheep, and 
the protection of their wool was imperatively de- 


manded. 


He showed that the protective policy was fixed 
on the North by the votes of the South, and con- , 


_ tended that it was the duty of Congress to protect 


the interests which had been brought into existence 
by their legislation. 

Mr. SIMMONS then addressed the Senate on 
the same side; but soon gave way, without conclud- 
ing his remarks, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 23, 1846. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER announced the business first in 
order to be the resolution of Mr. Dovue.ass, (pend- 


ing at the adjournment last evening,) providing | 
| that all debate on the bill relative to, and increas- 
| ing the duties of the Attorney General, should ter- 


minate in one hour after it should again have been 
taken up in committee. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. But he subsequently withdrew 
the motion, and substituted for it an amendment 


| extending the time for debate until one o’clock. 


Mr. BRODHEAD moved twelve. 


__ 


solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Dromcoore, of Virginia, 
in the chair,) and resumed the consideration of 
the bill relative to, and increasing the duties of, the 
Attorney General; together with the several pend- 
ing amendments. 

Mr. G. W. JONES was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee ayainst the bill generally, 
but mainly in opposition to the sixth section pro- 
posing to increase the compensation of the Attor- 
ney General, &ec. Mr. J. declared himself in favor 
of a liberal compensation to officers of the Govern- 
ment—sufliciently liberal to command the best tal- 
ents and the most efficient men. Keeping this 
principle in view, he was satisfied that the com- 
pensation at present allowed to the Attorney Gen- 
eral was ample for all the services he rendered, even 
if the additional duties contemplated by the bill 
(and which, Mr. J. contended, would not render 
the duties of the office onerous or burdensome) 
should be imposed upon him. 

Mr. J. yielded for explanation to Messrs. HEN - 
LEY and RATHBUN. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL made a few remarks 
in favor of the bill. 

Mr. SIMS, of South Carolina, after some pre- 
liminary remarks in relation to the popularity of 
the theme of economy in the House and in the 
country, but insisting that the expenditure of 
money was not necessarily extravagance, nor a 
departure from the principles of economy, pro- 
ceeded to advocate the bill. He quoted the recom- 
mendation of the Executive on the subject at the 
commencement of the present session, cor iending 
that that recommendation was in accordance with 
recommendations previously made and opinions 


| expressed by former Presidents. 


The question was taken first on the amendment | 


of Mr. Asumun, and it was agreed to. 


And, as thus amended, the resolution was adopt- | 


ed. 

Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, made a report. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 


ness in order would be the call of committees for | 


reports. 
THE WAR WITH MEXICo. 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL asked leave to | 


introduce the following resolution; which was read 
for information, as follows: 
Resolved ly the Senate and House of Representatives of the 


United States of America in Congress assembled, That ata | 


period, and under circumstances, when no liability ex sts to 
misconstruction of the measure or danger of impeaciiment 
of the motives which induce it, a reasonable effort should be 
made, consistently with national dignity and honor, for the 


restoration of peace between the Republic of the United | 


States and that of Mexico. 

And be it further resolved, That the Senate and House of 
Representatives respectfully recommend to the President 
that he offer, if in his judgmeut it be expedient, to open with 
Mexico a negotiation for the purpose of closing the present 
war, of stopping the effusion of human biood, and of pro- 


Viding a permanent and satisfactory arrangement of all sub- | 


sisting dilferences. 


And be it further resolved, That the offer now recommend. | 


ed cannot fail to produce (whatever may be its reception 
and immediate effect) ultimate consequences alike honor- 
able to the country and beneficial to the cause of justice. 
If accepted in a spirit corresponding with that which 
prompts it, this nation will be restored to its natural pro- 


gressive course of prosperity and happiness, and will secure | 


to itself a sentiment of universal good will. If refused, from 
whatever cause the refusal may arise, the nation which as- 
sumes a responsibility so fuil of threatened wretchedne-s 
will deprive itself of every claim to the sympathies of the 
world; and this Government and country will assume a 
position so lofty and so firm, that humanity itself will sanc- 
tion a necessary continuance of the ravages of war. 

And be it further resolved, That no impediment exists to 
a communication with the Government of Mexico, by reason 


either of hostilities between the two countries, or a disturb- | 


ed state of public affairs in one of them. Intercourse may 
be opened, if necessary, from army to army, even at the 


amicable agency of a friendly foreign Power. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE and Mr. RATHBUN rose 
and objected. 
So the resolution was not entertained. 


DUTIES OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


| point of the bayonet, or, with better hopes, through the | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


Mr. 8. yielded for explanation to Messrs. C. J. 
INGERSOLL, PETTIT, and J. @. ADAMS. 

Mr. GILES spoke generally in favor of the bill, 
in reply to the objections of Mr. Jones, and in 
opposition to the motion of Mr. Gorpon, to strike 
out the sixth section. 

Mr. OWEN said he had buta few words to 
say on this bill, and would net now have troubled 
the committee at all, were it not, that in the course 
of this discussion another bill had been the sub 


_ ject of comment, a bill which he considered one of 


the most important that yet remained untouched 
by this House—the bill, namely, to reorganize the 
State Department. 

In regard to the bill before the committee (said 


| Mr. Owen) I was at first disposed to vote for the 


amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vinton,] prohibiting the Attorney General from 
prectiens in the courts, except as attorney for the 
Jnited States. But I am not a member of the 


| profession, and those who are, and have far more 


experience in such matters than I—the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Incersoxy) and others— 
seem to agree that such a restriction 1s inexpedient. 
If so, and none such is imposed, then I am op- 


| posed to raising the Attorney General’s salary 


| above what it now is. 


| the other members of the Cabinet. 


yw With his probable private 
practice added, it is already higher than that of 


Equal with 


| theirs I am willing to make it, if we decide that 


he is not to reap the benefit of private practice. 
But, sir, in voting against the increase of salary 


in this case, | am not actuated by the same prinei- 
| ples which I hear avowed by some of my fellow 


members. ‘The gentleman from Tennessee, {[Mr. 


| Jones,] arguing not only against this bill, but, as 


I understood hin, against all reorganization of the 
| Department of State, declared, that other gentlemen 


might do as they pleased about voting to raise sala 
ries, he ‘‘intended to be on the people’s side.” Sir, 
I will not say that no member has a right to use 
such language; all gentlemen are free to make what 


| professions they will on this floor. But this I say, 


that such exclusive claim to devotion to the public 
involves, incidentally at least, the implication that 
all who voted, on such subjects, in opposition to 
the gentleman, have no regard either to the wishes 
or the interests of the people. Sir, if to vote for 
low salaries were the true and exclusive test of 
patriotism, a patriot’s reputation would be cheaply 
earned. For myself, 1 hold that it is sometimes as 
imperative a duty to vote for an additional salary, 
as it may be in another case, to vote a reduction. 
In both cases, the interest of the public service 
should alone direct us in our action, If, ata salary 
of $1,500 a year, we cannot procure certain quali- 


On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, the House re- |’ fications necessary to a particular station, it may 
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be a dereliction from duty to refuse to vote for 
42,000. If with $1,500 we procure an insufficient 
calibre of talent, we are actually squandering that 
very money; paying it without any value received 
to the public; we might as well cast it in the river, 
The sole question ought to be, for what salary, as 
a general rule, are we likely to obtain the grade 
of capacity required to fill a given office. That 
amount we ought to vote for; not less, for that 


would be false and miserable economy; not more, | 


for that would be wasteful extravagance. 

No reference, in all this, ourht to be had to the 
individual; nota thought ought to be bestowed, 
except upon the interest of the public service. 


I heard, sir, some weeks since with regret, I say | 


even with pain, a gentleman from Ohio near me 
| Mr. Sawyer] propound, in this connexion, the 
doctrine, that **to the victors belong the spoils.’’ 
In one sense, this axiom is strictly true; a conquer- 
ing army hasa right to the arms, equipage, bag- 
rare, and all other spoils it may capture. But 
hefore we ean bring such a doctrine to bear on the 
distribution of offices, we must prove, first, that 
here are vietors and vanquished; that the Demo- 
eratic party and the Whig party are two hostile 
armies, set over against each other in battle array; 
and, secondly, that offices are spoils, 

Sir, for myself, I regard the two great parties of 
this country, not as enemies, fighting for victory, 
but as friends, with a common object, the rood of 
their common country, though striving to reach 
that object by different roads. Here are no victors: 
here are no vanquished. And as to the idea that 
offices are spoils, it must first be proved that they 
are property. Butthe gentleman from Ohio has him- 
self, in the very speech to which I have referred, 
furnished the best refutation of a position so utter- 
ly fallacious. He has quoted, from a message of 
President Jackson, the true doctrine in regard to 
office. Tread from the quotation as given in the 
pamphlet speech of the gentleman, of which he 
has kindly furnished me a copy: 


* Office is considered as a species of property; and Gov- | 


ernment rather as a means of promoting individual interest, 
than as an instrument created solely for the service of the 
people.”’ 

And again: 

“Ina country where offices are created solely for the 
benefit of the people, no one man has any more intrinsic right 
to official station than another. Offices were not established 
to give support to particular men at the public expense. 
No individual wrong is therefore done by removal; since 
neither appointnent to or continuance in office, is a matter 
of right.”’ 

Office, says Jackson, is not property. How, 
then, can offices be spoils? l protest, sir, against 
this monstrous and corrupting doctrine. I hold 
office to be a duty to be performed, not a perqui- 
site to be scrambled for. 

Mr. SAWYER (Mr. Owen yielding) asked 
whether the gentleman from Indiana did not be- 
lieve that the members of the party that happened 
to be in power had a right to the offices to be dis- 
tributed by that party. 

Mr. OWEN. Sir, President Jackson has an- 
nwered that. With him [ say, that no man or 
hody of men have any rights in the matter at all. 
Neither the Democratic party nor the Whig party, 
let which will be in power, can set up any just 
right, as of property, to the offices of the Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. SAWYER. Does not the gentleman con- 
sider it right that an administration should appoint 
its friends to office ? 

Mr. OWEN. ‘To important offices, certainly. 
But not asa matter of right; as a matter of pru- 
denee, if not necessity. You cannot expect to 
earry out a certain policy through the agency of 
its opponents. If the gentleman means to ask me 
whether I consider it an all-sufficient reason for 
the removal of a man from an office, even the most 
trivial, that he is a Whig; I answer, at once, that 
I do not. 

Mr. SAWYER. I will ask the gentleman one 
other question. Has he, since his election, recom- 
mended a single Whig to office? 

Mr. OWEN. But one single Whig has applied 
to me for an office. I ascertained that there was 
no vacancy in the office applied for; and wrote him 
to that effect. (A laugh.) 

I conclude, sir, with expressing a hope, that so 
soon as this bill is disposed of, the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee will call up the bill reorgan- 
zing the State Department. 

Mr. STANTON replied and defended the bill. 


‘Independently of the fact that additional duties A BILL making appropriations for certain defe 
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| were imposed upon him by this bill, he argued that 


| he shou 
_ other members of the cabinet; this was anaddition- | 
al reason. He gave notice of an amendment, when | 
in order, providing that the bill shall take effect | 


amendment he should offer, and said a word in ex- | 


d receive an equal salary with that of the 


from the commencement of the present fiscal year. 

Mr. GORDON opposed the increase of salary, 
on the ground that in the case of the present incum- 
bent, as well as his predecessors, the requisite 
talents were obtained, and could be obtained, at 
the present salary. 


Mr. W. W. CAMPBELL gave notice of an 


planation of its provisions. 

Mr. THURMAN vindicated the committee in 
its report of the bill. He inclined to vote for the 
amendment restricting the Attorney General to the 
discharge of his public duties. If it was so 
amended, he should vote for the proposed increase 


_of his salary: otherwise, he should vote against it. 


Mr. TIBBATTS indicated an amendment to be 


| offered when in order. 


Mr. BOWLIN explained and defended the po- 
sitions formerly taken by him. 


Mr. HAMLIN replied to arguments advanced | 
in support of the bill, and argued that there was | 
no public reason for the proposed increase of sal- | 


, ary. 


The hour of one having arrived, the committee 
proceeded to vote. 

The pending question was on the following 
amendment of Mr. Vinton; which was rejected: 


Add to the 6th section: “ And said Attorney General shall 
not hereafter attend to or transact business as counsel or 


attorney other than for the United States: Provided, That | 


he may close such business as he is now retained to attend 
to.”? 


The question then recurred on Mr. Gorpon’s | 


motion to strike out the 6th section. 


Mr. SAWYER offered an amendment, which | 


was rejected, making the increased salary payable 
after the 4th of March, 1849. 


Mr. STANTON offered an amendment to the || 


6th section, making the increased salary payable 
from the commencement of the present fiscal year. 
Rejected. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Gorpon, which, by ayes 73, noes 53, was 
acreed to. 

So the 6th section was stricken out. 

The question then was on agreeing to the sub- 
stitute of Mr. Trsparts. 

Mr. THURMAN moved toamend the substitute 
by inserting therein the third section of the original 
bill. Rejected. 


Mr. HOGE moved to amend the substitute by || 
striking out $2,000 as the salary of the chief clerk, | 


(in the fourth section,) and inserting $1,500. 

The amendment, by ayes 76, noes 38, was agreed 
to. 

Mr. HAMLIN offered the following amend- 
ment; which was rejected: 


Strike out from the substitute the words “in addition to 
the clerk now authorized by law to the Attorney General.” 


Mr. BOWLIN moved an amendment, striking 


out the section which creates a board to investigate | 


indebtedness to the United States. 


The amendment, by ayes 63, noes 54, was agreed | 


to 


Mr. THURMAN renewed his motion to include | 


in the substitute the third section of the original 


| bill, changed so as to go into operation after the 


10th of August next, instead of “from and after 
the passage of the bill.’ Agreed to. 


The substitute of Mr. Tinsparrs was then agreed | 


to. 

On motion of Mr. HOGE, the committee rose 
and reported the bill and amendments to the House. 

And the question being on concurring in the 
amendments, and on ordering the bill to a third 
reading, 

Mr. NORRIS moved the previous question; 


, which was seconded; when, 


On motion of Mr. ROBERTS, the bill and the 
amendments were laid on the table. 


The House then again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. 
Bropueap, of Pennsylvania, in the chair.) 

A struggle for business followed. 


DEFENSIVE WORKS. 
The result was, that, on motion of Mr. Seaman, 


| the committee took up the following bill: 





_Suly 23, 


nsive w 
of the United States for the fiscal year ending the hiten 


day of June, one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, 


Be it enacted the Senate and House of Repre: b 
of the United Po Fo of America in eo cesielaed ™ : 
the following sums be, and they are hereby appropriated 7 
be paid out of any unappropriated money in the treasury — 
the preservation, repair, and construction, of certain fortif. 
cations, for the fiscal year ending the thirtieth day of Juy . 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-six. ™ 

For the purchase from the State of New York of the de 
fensive works on Staten Island, together with the land 
bought by the State for the site of said works, with all. the 
material on and about them, and for repairs of said works, 
when the title of the State of New York shall have been 
extinguished, one hundred thousand dollars: Provided, Tar 
the Executive be, and he is hereby, authorized to dispose of 
the site and materials of old Fort Gansevoort, and to apply 
the proceeds of such sale to repair of the works on Staten 
Island. 

For the commencement of batteries on Sollers’s p 
flats, below Baltimore, thirty thousand dollars ; 

For the commencement of a fort at the entrance to Cum- 
berland Sound, Georgia, twenty thousand dollars ; 

For the commencement of a fort on the east side of Dau- 
phin Island, Mobile bay, Alabama, twenty thousand doj- 
lars. 


Mr. TIBBATTS moved to amend the bill by 
striking out all after the enacting clause, and to 
insert the following: 

“That the President of the United States is hereby ay- 
thorized to suspend the expenditure of the appropriations 
made by the act of the 15th May, 1846, making appropria- 
tions for certain fortifications of the United States for the 
year ending on the 30th June, 1847, until after the termina- 
| tion of the war with Mexico.” 


|| Mr. E. B. HOLMES moved an amendment ap- 
|| propriating $30,000 for the commencement of de- 
fensive works at the mouth of the Genesee river, 
on Lake Ontario. 

Mr. SEAMAN went into a speech explanatory 
of the item of appropriation for works on Staten 
Island, and the importance and necessity of the 
purchase. 

Mr. GILES followed in some remarks in expla- 
nation of the appropriation for fortifications in 
Maryland, and of the necessity thereof. 

Mr. GRINNELL moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting an appropriation of $48,000 for 
the commencement of fortifications for the harbor 
of New Bedford, in the State of Massachusetts. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of New York, addressed the 
committee in further support of the appropriation 
| for the purchase of land at the Narrows. He re- 
| ferred to the purchase of that land in 1794, under 
|| the recommendation of the judicious and far-sighted 
George Clinton, who foresaw the rapid growth of 
the city, and anticipated the necessity of early se- 
curing points for its future defence. He referred 
to the large sum which the State had expended in 
the erection of fortifications on Staten Island, which 
were now rapidly passing into a state of dilapida- 
tion. He adverted to the deep interest of the whole 
Union in the safety of the city. He dwelt on the 
vast amount of her wealth and commerce, and ex- 
pressed his regret and astonishment that such an 
/, emporium should be left with so inadequate a de 
'| fence. Tne only forts which in any degree com- 
|, manded the Narrows were those of Fort Hamilton, 
|| situated on a bluff on the shore of Long Island, and 
| Fort Lafayette, which was a water battery attached 
|| to it below. On the Staten Island side of the Nar- 
| rows there was nothing but the ruins of a fortifi- 
|| eation, the situation of which his colleague had 
already described. 
| The Legislature of New York were ready to sell 
'| this site to the General Government, and to throw in 
all the money which she had expended on that now 
| dilapidated fortress. She demanded from the Gen- 
eral Government defence, and it was in a time of 
peace alone that that defence could be properly 
prepared. Soldiers might be readily and rapidly 
collected in this country at any time, but fortifica- 
tions were matters which would not rise at the 
word of command and in the hour of necessity, but 
/must be slowly prepared beforehand—must be 
deliberately planned and then erected in such & 
manner as to allow them properly to settle. This 
|| matter in respect to the fort on Staten Island had 

now reached its crisis. The offer must be accepted 
|| or it would be withdrawn. It had been long and 
|| frequently repeated, and Congress must now say 
| ay cer no, 


Oint 


| 





Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL availed himself of this 
| opportunity to make some preparatory explana- 

tions relating to an amendment which he — 
| hereafter to offer authorizing Chief Justice Laney 


to settle the disputed question of the title to the 
Pea Patch, in Delaware river. The various com- 
plaints which gentlemen had made of the unde- 
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the well-known fable of the mole, who, after hear- | bill for the relief of John Carr, John Batty, and | 


ing the other animals murmuring against Jupiter | 
for their various natural defects, advised them to | 
consider hers, who was left without any sight at || 
ali, The harbors of other cities might, in their 

defences, be more or less defective, but Philadel- 
hia had no defence at all. ‘The Pea Patch was | 
situated on an island below the city eminently 
gued for the defence of the river, and nothing had 
revented it from being long since occupied - an 
elective fortification but a dispute as to the title. 

The State of Delaware had withdrawn her 
caim, and a Mr. Gale, now the only remaining 
claimant, had offered to submit to the arbitration 
of the Chief Justice of the United States. The | 
offer had been acceded to by the Secretary of | 
War, and it now only remained for Congress to | 
sive its Sanction to the arrangement, and to take 
the preliminary steps for the erection of the fortifi- 
cation. The appropriation a of | 
3500 to compensate Chief Justice Taney for the 
iavor of this award, Mr. [. was willing to with- 
draw, and thus remove the only obstacle to a final || 
arrangement. 

Amendments were indicated by Messrs. HUB- 
BARD, of Connecticut, and HUNGERFORD. || 
Mr. H. briefly advocated his, which pro osed || 
provision for the defence of Sackett’s Harbor. 

On motion, the committee rose and reported. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, asked leave to introduce 
aresolution setting apart Monday next specially | 
for the consideration of the bill providing for the || 
construction of iron war steamers. 

Objections were made. | 

The SPEAKER (on leave) laid before the House 
acommunication from Major P. M. Butler, one of 
the commissioners to the Indians in Texas, &c., 
referring to animadversions made in the House of 
\epresentatives upon the manner in which the ex- || 
penditares had been made by that mission, and 
asking the appointment of a select committee to 
inquire into them. 

Mr. BURT asked leave to offer a resolution pro- 
viding for the appointment of such committee. 
Mr. KING, of New York, objecting— 

Mr. B. moved a suspension of the rules for the 
reception of the resolution. 

Mr. HOGE asked the yeas and nays on this | 
mouon. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, of Alabama, moved to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

The SPEAKER declared the motion out of or- 
der, the resolution not yet having been received. 

Mr. BURT desired to state that if the committee |) 
should be appointed, he should ask to be excused ' 
from service thereon. 

And pending the motion to suspend the rules, | 


The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Fruipay, July 24, 1846. 
The Journal having been read— 
Mr. DIX presented a memorial from druggists 
and physicians of New York, asking that the duty 


on leeches may not be increased; which was laid 
on the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- | 
mittee on Pensions, reported back, without amend- 
nent, House bills with the following titles: 

An act for the relief of Patrick Kelly, senior, of 
the county of Indiana, State of Pennsylvania. 

An act for the relief of Patrick Masterson. 

An act for the relief of Ebenezer Conant, of the 
county of Jefferson, State of New York. 

An act for the relief of Lewis Laing. 

An act granting a pension to Joseph Duncan. 

An act for the relief of William Gump. { 

Mr. J. also asked that said committee be dis- | 
Charged from the further consideration of the bill 
for the relief of Samuel R. Reese, and that it be 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs; which | 
Was agreed to. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Pensions, 
teported back, without amendment, House bills 
with the following titles, viz : 

An act for the relief of Mary Phelps. 


An act for the relief of Margaret Gwinnup, of | 
Hamilton county, Ohio. 


An act for the relief of James Gee. 
Mr. PENN YBACKER, from the Committee of | 


same object which t 


ship Margaret. 
THE PAYMENT OF CLAIMS. 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back the House bill in relation to 


| the payment of claims, without amendment, recom- 
/mending its passage, and moving its immediate 
consideration. 


|| Samuel Stevenson, seamen on board the whale- | 


REMON A: GLOBE. 


condition of their harbors reminded him of |; Claims, reported, without amendment, the House | 


The motion to take up the above entitled bill | 


third time, and passed. 
DUTIES ON JAVA COFFEE. 


| Mr. EVANS moved that the Senate proceed to | 
| the consideration of the (House) * bill to repeal 
|| *that part of the act of the 30th August, 1842, 
|| ‘which imposes a duty of 20 per centum ad valo- 
(| rem on Javacoffee, and to refund the discrimina- || 
| ‘ting tonnage duties levied on Spanish vessels 


‘(excepting those from Cuba and Porto Rico) by 


‘the act of the 30th July, 1832, and to prohibit | 


* such duties hereafter;’? which motion was agreed 
to. 

The Senate, as in committee of the whole, con- 
sidered the bill, and adopted the following substi- 


| tute, reported from the Committee on Finance, 


VIZ: 


| was agreed to; and the bill was considered as in | 
| committee of the whole, reported back, without 
/amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 


That from and after the passage of this act, coffee the 


| production or growth of the colonies or dependencies of | 
the Netherlands, imported into the United States from the 


Netherlands, either in Dutch or American vessels, shall be | 


admitted free of duty; and so much of the act approved the 
thirtieth day of August, eighteen hundred and forty-two, en- 


| tiled “An act to provide revenue from imports, and to 
| change and modity existing laws imposing duties on im- 


ports, and for other purposes,” as is inconsistent herewith, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of | 
the ‘Treasury be, and he hereby is, authorized and required | 
to refund and pay, out of any money in the treasury not | 


| otherwise appropriated, to the several persons or parties 
| entitled to the same, the amount of duties levied and col- 


lected upon the importations of coffee in American vessels 


from the Netherlands, the production or growth of the col- | 


onies or dependencies of the Netherlands, between ihe thir- 
tieth day of August, eighteen hundred and forty-two, and 


the eleventh day of September, eighteen hundred and torty- | 


five. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 


|| Treasury be, and he hereby is, authorized and required to 


refund and pay, out of any money in the treasury not other- | 


wise appropriated, to the persons or parties severally enti- | 
| tled to receive the same, the amount of discriminating ton- | 


nage duties heretofore levied and collected on Spanish 


| vessels coming from forcign countries (except from Cuba 


concerning tonnage duties on Spanish vessels ;?? and from || 


and after the passage of this act, no discriminating tonnage 
duties shall be levied on Spanish vessels coming from for- 


| eign countries, except those coming from Cuba or Porto 
| Rico. 


The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 


| amendment was concurred in, the bill ordered to a 


third reading, read a third time, and passed. The 


| title was amended, and passed as follows: 


An act to exempt coffee imported from the Netherlands 


| from duty in certain cases, and for other purposes. 


MILITARY BOUNTY LAND WARRANTS. 
Mr. ALLEN moved that the Senate proceed to 


' the consideration of the bill further to extend the 


time for locating Virginia military land warrants, 


| and returning surveys to the General Land Office; 


which motion was agreed to. 


The bill was considered as in committee of the | 
_ whole, reported back without amendment, ordered 


to a third reading, read a third time, and passed. 
LOST TREASURY NOTES. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate proceed- | 


|| ed, as in committee of the whole, to the considera- 
tion of the ** bill to provide for the payment of the | 


evidences of public debt in certain cases.”” 


Mr. E. moved an amendment to the bill, by the | 


addition of a section repealing the fifth section of 
the ‘‘ bill to authorize the issue of treasury notes, 
and a loan,”’ passed a few days since, which sec- 
tion, Mr. E. said, 


plish. 
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HARBOR AND RIVER APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. DIX moved that the Senate resume the con- 
sideration of the harbor and river appropriation bill, 


Mr. RUSK expressed the hope that the bill au- 
thorizing the President to increase the naval force 
of the United States by adding thereto the naval 
establishment of ‘Texas, would be taken up and 
disposed of. 

Mr. WESTCOTT expressed a desire to get up 
the bill for the admission of Lowa into the Union. 

The question being first upon taking up the mo- 
tion by Mr. Dix, the yeas and nays were taken, 
and decided in the affirmative, by the following 


vote: 


| row, Benton, 


ported b 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Bar- 
Berrien, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, 
Cilley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, Davis, 
Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Hunt- 
ington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Miller, Morehead, 
Pearce, Phelps, Semple, Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Up- 


ham, and Woodbridge—35. 


NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Bagby, Chalmers, Fairfield, 
Houston, Lewis, McDuffie, Mangum, Pennybacker, Rusk, 


| Sevier, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—1/4. 


The bill was then considered as in committee of 
the whole. 

The question being on the 4th amendment re- 
y the committee, 
ESTCOTT moved to amend the amend- 


Mr. W 


'ment by striking out the words ‘ Secretary of 


War,”’ where they occur, and substituting the 


, words * President of the United States.” 


Considerable discussion took place on this mo- 
tion, which was finally negatived. 

The amendment of the Committee was then dis- 
agreed to. 


Mr. JARNAGIN submitted the following amend- 


| ment: 


“For the improvement and continuation of the canal 
around the Muscle Shoais, in the Tennessee river, and re- 
moving obstructions in said river above said shoals, $100,000, 
to be expended under tbe direction of the War Depart- 
ment.” 


Upon the question on the adoption of this amend- 
ment, Mr. J. demanded the yeas and nays; which 


| were ordered, and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
| lows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Archer, Atchison, Barrow, Breese, Chal- 
mers, Crittenden, Evans, Houston, Jarnagin, Johnson of 
Louisiana, Rusk, Turney, and Westeott—13, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, 
Bright, Cass, Cilley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, 
Corwin, Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Greene, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Johnson of Maryland, Lewis, Mé 
Duffie, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Penny- 
backer, Phelps, Semple, Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, Upham, 


| Woodbridge, and Yulee—36. 
and Porto Rico) under the act approved the thirteenth day of || 
July, eighteen hundred and thirty-two, entitled “ An act |) 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following amendment, which he advocated in a few 


| remarks, viz: 


“ For improvement of the navigation of the Sabine river, 


| and of the harbor at its mouth, $10,000.” 


Mr. RUSK submitted the following amendments 
to the amendment submitted by the gentleman from 
Louisiana: 


“ For the survey and improvement of the harbor at Gal- 
veston, in ‘Texas, $10,000. 
“For the survey and improvement of the channel to 


| Matagorda bay, in the State of Texas, $10,000,” 


The question being taken first upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment, it was rejected, 

The question recurring upon the original amend- 
ment, it was rejected. 

Mr. ARCHER submitted the following amend- 
ment, which was rejected: 

“Por improving the harbor of Richmond to Bermuda 
Hundred, #45,000.”? 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following amendment, which was rejected : 


‘For the improvement of the harbor at Port Pontchar- 
train, Louisiana, $5,000,”? 


‘Mr. JARNAGIN moved the following amend- 
ment, viz: 

Strike out the following: 

“For the improvement of the Ohio river above the falla 


| at Louisville, $980,000. 


The question was taken on the amendment, and i 


it was agreed to; the bill was reported to the Sen- 


consent, read a third time, and passed. 


“ For the improvement of the Ohio river below the falls at 


' Louisville, and of the Mississippi, Missouri, and Arkansas 
pees imperfectly for the || 
re bill is designed to accom- | 


rivers, $240,000. ‘ . 

«‘ For removing the raft of Red river, and for the improve- 
ment of said river, $80,000."? 

Upon the adoption of this amendment the yeas 
and nays were demanded; and, being taken, re- 


: ' sulted—yeas 13, nays 38, as follows: 
ate as amended, the amendment concurred in, the || Y mney. 7 


bill ordered to a third reading, and, by unanimous | 


YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bagh 
ley, Fairfield, Jarnagin, Lewis, 
Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—13. 


y, Berrien, Calhoun, Cil- 
McDufiie, Pennybacker, 
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NAYS—Meeers. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Bar- 
row, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cass, Chalmers, John M. Clay- 
ton, Mhomas Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, 
Dickinson, Dix, Evans, Greene, Hannegan, Haywood, Hous- 
ton, Huntington, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Mary- 
land, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Rusk, Semple, Sevi:. r, 
Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Upham, and Woodbridge—3s. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following 
amendment; which was rejected: 


«For improving the harbor of Apalachicola, and removing | 


the obstructions in St. George’s Sound, and for improving 


the harbor of St, Mark’s below Fort St. Mark’s, and for im- | 


proving the harbor at and near the mouth of the Suwannee 
river, and for improving the harbor of Tampa, below Fort 
Brooke, in the State of Florida, ®50,000, or so much thereof 


as the President of the United States may deem proper and | 


necessary to be expended.” 


Mr. NILES moved the following amendment; 
which was rejected, to wit: 

“For purchasing the stock of the * Union Company,’ for 
improving Connecticut river from its mouth to Hartford, 
# 40,000, so as to relieve the navigation of said river from a 
oharge injurious to the commerce of the country.”’ 


Mr. HUNTINGTON submitted the following 
amendment; which was rejected, to wit: 

* For completing the improvement of the navigation of 
the river Thames, connected with the harbor of Norwich, 
Connecticut, 820,000," 

Mr. DAYTON moved the following amendment; 
which was rejected, viz: 

“ Por improving the channel of Delaware river, between 
Bristol and Trenton, $10,000.” 

Mr. FAIRFIELD moved the following amend- 
ment; which was rejected, yeas 8, nays 31, Viz: 

“For repairing the piers heretofore built by the Govern- 
ment of the United States in and at the mouth of Saco river, 
in Maine, #5,000,"" 

[A message was received from the President of 
the United States, announcing that he had signed 
and approved the joint resolution in relation to the 
printing of Congress, and regulating the compen- 
sation therefor. 

A message in writing was also received from the 
President. 

Mr. ATHERTON submitted the following pro- 
viso as an amendment to the bill: 

‘Provided, That no money shall be drawn from the treas- 
ury on account of any appropriations contained in this act, 
unless the revenues of the 
10 pay the current expenses of the year without resorting to 
treasury notes or loans.”’ 

Mr. NILES moved an amendment, by striking 
out the word ‘‘current,’’ before expenses, and in- 
serting in lieu thereof the word ‘‘ordinary.” 

After some remarks from Mr. WESTCOTT and 
Mr. SPEIGHT, the amendmentof Mr. Nites was 
reject d. 

“The question was then about to be taken on Mr. 
Aruerron’s amendment, when he called for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, it resulted as follows: 

YEAS —Mossrs. Atchison, Atherton, Bagby, Bright, Cal- 
houn, Chalmers, Cilley, Evans, Fairfield, Haywood, Hous- 
ton, Lewis, MeDufiie, Niles, Pennybacker, Turney, West 
cou, and Yulee—18. 

NAYS—Merers. Allen, Ashicy, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, 
Breese, Cass, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Greene, Hanne- 


gan, Huntington, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Mary- | 


land, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Semple, 
Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and 
W oodbridge—33. 


Mr. WESTCOTT submitted the following | 


amendment: 
Add the following section: 


« And whereas itis anticipated that the revenue for the 
year ending June 40th, 1847, will be inadequate to pay the 
expenditures of the Government allowed by law, and thata 
resort must be had to other means for obtaining funds for the 
use of the Government: Therefore, in order to raise money 
to effect the objects of this act— 

‘* Be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be authorized and directed to make, sign, and issue certifi 
cates to an amount not exceeding the amount appropriated 
by this act, and ten per centum thereon payable to the order 
of the Secretary of War, reciting the provisions of this act, 
and the specific item of appropriation to procure funds 
for which the same is issued, for such sums as be may 
deem proper, not less than one hundred dollars, and the 
same shall be received at any of the Jand offices in payment 
for lands purchased of the United States sold at public sale, 
or by private entry, and which certificates shail not bear 
interest, and the Secretary of the Treasury shall deliver 
said certificates to the Secretary of War; and that before 
any of such works shall be commenced, or any expense in 
curred thereon, the Secretary of War shall, by sale of so 
many of said certificates as may be necessary at public sale 
for cash, within the State or Territory in which Uie partic- 
ular work for which the same were issued is situated, which 
sale may be at a discount of not more than ten per centum 
on the amount of such certificates, have raised the amount 
appropriated by this act necessary to carry on such work.”’ 


Mr. HANNEGAN said that he was desirous of | 


Government shall be sufiicient | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| seeing how many, and who of the Senators were 
|| ready to vote for the issuing of land scrip at ten 


| per cent. interest, and demanded the yeas and 

— upon the latter amendment. 

| “he yeas and nays were ordered upon the above 

H amendment, and, being taken, resulted as follows: 
YEA—Mr. Westcott—l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
ton, Barrow, Benton, Berric n, Breese, Bright, Calhoun, 
Cass, Chalmers, J. M. Clayton, T. Clayton, Corwin, Critten- 
den, Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Greene, Han- 
negan, Haywood, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson of Mary- 


backer, Phelps, Rusk, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Upham, and Woodbridge—43. 


So the amendment was rejected. 


No further amendments being submitted, the 
bill was reported to the Senate, with an unimpor- 


since. 


ment, it was decided in the negative. 


$12,000 for the improvement of the harbor at Lit- 
tle Fort, on Lake Michigan, be stricken out. 

Upon this question Mr. D. demanded the yeas 
and nays, which were ordered; and, being taken, 
resulted as follows: 


houn, Chalmers, Cilley, Davis, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Hay- 


wood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Lewis, Mangum, Niles, Pen- || 
| nybacker, Rusk, Sevier, ‘Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—23. | 
NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Ashiey, Atchison, Barrow, Ben- | 


| ton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, John M. Clayton, Thos. 


|| gan, Joinson of Louisiana, Johnson of Maryland, Miller, 
| Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Semple, Simmons, Speight, 
Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and Woodbridge—29. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BAGBY moved that the further considera- 
| tion of the subject be postponed until to-morrow. 

Mr. HAYWOOD expressed the hope that the 

motion would be withdrawn. 
the bill, but desired that the question might be ta- 
| ken, and it disposed of. 


Mr. BAGBY proceeded to address the Senate | 


against the bill; but gave way to 


| Mr. SIMMONS, who said that he was not aware 1] 


|| that it was the intention of the Senator from Ala- 


| had assented to the postponement of the special 
| onder—the tariff—supposing that the question was 
|| to be taken on the bill. 
Cries of *‘ let him go on,”’ and “ dispose of the 
| bill,’? were heard. 
| Mr. SIMMONS assented. 
| Mr. LEWIS moved that the Senate resume the 
consideration of the special order. 
| [Cries of * special order,” and ‘ question.’’] 
The question was taken wee the motion to take 
up the special order, and decided In the negative 
| on a division—yeas 18, nays 25. 
| Mr. BAGBY 
| marks, denying, at some length, both the consti- 
| tutionality and the expediency of the bill. 


| to a third reading, the yeas and nays were demand- 
ed, and resulted—yeas 34, nays 16, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, 

Breese, Cameron, Cass, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, 

|| Corwia, Davis, Dayton, Dickinson, Dix, Greene, Hanne- 

gan, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Louisiana, Johnson 


and Woodbridge—34. 
NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Calhoun, Chal- 
mers, Cilley, Fairticld, Haywood, Houston, Lewis, Man- 


So the bill was ordered to a third reading. 

$y unanimous consent, the bill was then read a 
| third time and passed, in the precise terms in which 
it was reported to the Senate from the House of 
Represontatives. 


THE TARIFF. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of the | 


‘* bill to reduce the duties on imports, and for other 
purposes. i 


Mr. SIMMONS resumed his remarks, review- || 


ing and criticising the estimate of the Secretary of 
| the Treasury, as to the amount of revenue antici- 
pated from this bill. 


| he relied for the prosecution of the war with Mex- 


_ ico, the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasury | 


accompanying it was open to some correction. 
| He was satisfied that the Secretary, and the chair- 
man of the Committee on Finance, as well as the 
chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means 


land, MeDuftie, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Penny- | 


tant amendment adopted in committee a day or two | 
The question being on concurring in this amend- |) 


Mr. DAVIS moved that the approyrietion of || 
YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Berrien, Cal- 


Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Dickinson, Greene, Hanne- | 


He was opposed to | 


bama to address the Senate upon the bill, and he | 


resumed and concluded his re- | 


‘The question being called upon ordering the bill | 


of Maryland, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Rusk, Sem- | 
| ple, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, | 


guin, Niles, Penny backer, Turney, Westcott, and Yulee—16. | 


In a communication from the | 
President on the subject of the resources on which | 





| of the other House, estimated with sufficient jib. 
|| erality when they concluded that the new bill would 
! produce a revenue of $22,000,000. He adverted 
| to the generally received opinion that specific du- 
| ties are necessarily high duties, while ad valore 
|| duties were more moderate; and contended thet 
in effect specific duties were ad valorem. § ‘if 
|| duties had the advantage of simplicity, ve . 
|| duty of six cents the bushel on salt, and no — 

can misunderstand it; but if you say twenty pe 
cent. ad valorem, it is calculated to perplex an = 
fuse those who are not well acquainted with the 
operation of the principle. There was and always 
must be, a difficulty in ascertaining the real oe 
of merchandise for the purpose of fixing the amount 
of duty. It is contended by the Secretary that 
more revenue has been derived from ad valorem 
than from specific duties; and demonsirated } 
figures that the reverse is the fact—that so far ag 
they are collected, specific duties yield more in 

roportion than ad valorem. The estimates of the 
|| Seeretary were made out by some one who had 
committed great errors. 

He did not regret the rule on which this bill was 
| founded, so much as he regretted the motive which 
manifested itself in all the speeches which he had 
heard in defence of the measure. It was aimed at 
the growing prosperity of our country. He asked, 
what had the mechanics, the manufacturers, done 
to excite the hostility of those who assailed them? 
These men had been cast on a steril soil, and un- 
able to obtain subsistence from a flat rock, had 
been compelled to resort to other means of subsist- 
ence, which required more wear and tear of muscle 
and brain than was extorted from those who lived 
on fertile soils. He averred that he would be 
ready to give protection to the interests of an 
| other section of the country whenever it was asked, 
and he could not understand the opposition made 
to the manufacturing interest. The pursuits of 
gentlemen of the West were different from those of 
the Eastern cities. He would give gentlemen until 
oor became as gray as a badger to catch a whale, 
and give them a premium on it besides. Yet those 
who are engaged in manufactures were stigmatized 
| as monopolists, and their applications were treated 
with contempt or neglect. 

In looking on the interests operated on by this 
| bill, he said that there was a new interest of which 
he knew very little, but which he felt desirous to 
encourage: it was the manufacture of chemicals, in 
which scientific and learned men are engaged—men 
whom it does the heart good to talk with on ac- 
count of their profound knowledge of the elements 
| of which Nature is composed. One of the articles 
in which they are most interested is retorts, and 
| these are only to be obtained at a single market, 
| where they cost from ten to twenty thousand dol- 
lars each. On these the duty ad valorem would 
operate most injuriously. 

The forty per cent. class included rose wood, 
cedar wood, mahogany, &c., while the cabinet 
furniture was only 30 per cent.; thus the furniture 
made by foreign workmen received greater favor 
than our own industry consuming the raw mate- 
rial, 

Because England modified her system, it was no 
good ground for our following her example. On 
the contrary, it should induce us to be more cau- 
tious in our course. He looked with some ill-fore- 
| bodings to the consequences which were likely to 
| result from the great contest now going on between 
England, France, and ourselves, for the markets ot 
the world. He feared the time would come when 
this rivalry would have to be determined in a mode 
_ which humanity would mourn, and which he should 
| most earnestly labor to postpone. ‘ 

He continued his argument against the bill at 
_ much length; and, having concluded, 
| Mr. WEBSTER arose to address the Senate; 
| but gave way to 
| Mr. HAYWOOD, who moved that the Senate 
| proceed to the consideration of Executive business; 
| which motion was agreed to. Y 
i The Senate thereupon went into Executive ses- 
| sion, and after some time spent therein, 
Adjourned. 


| 
| 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, July 24, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
| ‘The SPEAKER announced the unfinished busi- 
| ness to be as follows: 
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